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Sermons for the Month of March 





THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 


BANEFUL EFFECTS OF VAIN WORDS 
BY THE REV. J. J. HURST 


“Let no man deceive you with vain words.’—Eph., v, 6. 


SYNOPSIS.— 
I, Vain and delusive words the bane of mankind. Their fatal conse- 
quence to our first parents. 


II. How they impaired the wisdom of Solomon and wrecked the 
strength of Samson. 


III. Their memorable effect in the case of Pontius Pilate. 


IV. St. Paul’s apprehension based on his knowledge of human infir- 
muty. 

V. These words the slogan of the Church in every battle for faith 
and morals. If hearkened to what they would accomplish; Sad conse- 
quences of ignoring them in the past; enemies triumph. 


VI. What Christian warfare of to-day means; the .enemy with whom 
we have to contend. 


VII. Necessity of Preparedness; how to acquire it. 


Vain and delusive words have been the bane of the human 
family from its creation. By yielding to the seductive words of 
the serpent of evil, the first man and woman forfeited a glorious 
inheritance and entailed on themselves and their posterity in- 
numerable woes. They ate of the fruit which God commanded 
they should not touch, lest they die. But the serpent said to 
the woman: “No, you shall not die the death. For God doth 
know that on the day soever you shall eat thereof your eyes shall 
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be opened; and you shall be as Gods, knowing good and evil,” 
Alas for the delusion! From a beauteous and fertile garden to 
a dreary and barren wilderness, from scenes of comfort and 
delight to a cold and cheerless world; from innocence to sin; 
from happiness to misery; from immortality to death—an appal- 
ing transition—and this was in part the penalty our first parents 
paid as the price of their seduction. 

How often since that fatal hour has the trail of the serpent 
crossed the path of men and nations, marring their missions 
and blighting their aspirations! 

Among the kings of Israel, aye, among the potentates of earth, 
there never has been one whose regal qualities shone forth so 
conspicuously as did Solomon’s. But the wise and munifi- 
cent Solomon, who understood justice, judgment and equity so 
well, ignored his own teaching, viz., that a wise man shall hear 
and be wiser; and that he may be delivered from the strange 
woman, and from the stranger who softeneth her words. Yet 
Solomon gave ear to the soft and vain words of the strange 
woman—the Sidonian, the Ammonite, and the Moabite, and this 
paragon of wisdom and the inspired of God became an idolator 
and, for aught we know, a reprobate. Henceforward the glory 
of Israel was on the wane. In punishment of the defection of 
Solomon, God raised up enemies against it. Murmurings, dissen- 
sions and idolatry mark the checkered career of the Israelites till 
eventually they fell under the yoke of foreign nations; and of 
a once mighty and favored people we behold but the remnant in 
the dispersed and wandering Jews. 


For prowess and strength there was not among the children of 
men one the peer of Samson. He was a child of promise, a 
Nazarite from his mother’s womb and born to a God-given mis- 
sion, viz., to begin to deliver Israel from the hands of the 
Philistines. But like Solomon, he was deluded by the vain words 
of a strange woman, and she was a Philistine; and he, before 
whom his enemies fled in dread and terror, fell into their hands 
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and became an object of ridicule and scorn and a plaything for 
their amusement. How fittingly these defections of the wise 
and the mighty recall the words of the prophet Jeremias: “Let 
not the wise man glory in his wisdom, and let not the strong man 
glory in his strength: but let him that glorieth glory in this, that 
he understandeth and knoweth me, saith the Lord’”—(Jer., ix 
23-24). 

Holy Writ affords another example of inconstancy begotten of 
servile fear that persuasive but vain words occasioned; and 
this servility brought about the most terrible, tragic and momen- 
tous event in the world’s history. The words were the words 
of the Jewish mob clamoring for the death of Christ—words that 
branded the seducers as deicides and the seducer as an infamous 
hireling: “If thou release this man, thou art not Caesar’s 
friend.” Twice had Pilate sat in judgment on Christ and twice 
his verdict was: “I find no cause in him.” Conscious of His 
innocence and moved by his wife’s entreaties to have nothing 
to do with “that just man” because of the many things she had 
suffered in a dream concerning him, Pilate availing himself of the 


’ 


Jewish custom at Paschal time to release a prisoner, suggested 
the release of Christ. But the Jews preferred Barabbas, a sedi- 
tionist and a murderer. For the third time Pilate interviewed 
Christ, and thenceforth, the Gospel tells us, he was all the more 
eager to release him. Then it was that the Jews cried out: “If 
thou release this man, thou art not Caesar’s friend.” Shaken 
by the import of these words, he waived justice and judgment 
and delivered Him to them to be crucified, thus disregarding 
the most-vaunted virtue of pagan Rome—constancy—and leaving 
to the world the most memorable example of weakness begotten 
of vain words. 


“Let no man deceive you with vain words.’’ The apprehension 
St. Paul felt for the Ephesians was based on his knowledge of 
human infirmity and was accentuated, doubtless, by his experience 
in the case of other of his converts, who were exposed to similar 











402 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


dangers to faith and morals, and a few of whom had lapsed. In 
his second Epistle to the Thessalonians, which was written nearly 
a decade earlier than that to the Ephesians, he says: “Let no 
man deceive you by any means; and in the same Epistle he 
exhorts them to stand fast and hold the traditions which they 
had learned by word of mouth or by his Epistles. Five years 
after this and five years before he addressed the Ephesians, 
writing to the Corinthians he says: “I am jealous of you with 
the jealousy of God. . . . But I fear lest, as the serpent seduced 
Eve by his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted and fall 
from the simplicity that is in Christ” (II. Cor., 11, 2-3). 

In this warning to the Ephesians and to his other converts St. 
Paul strikes a note that rings loud and vibrant. It is and has 
ever been the slogan of the Church to her children in every 
battle they have waged or are waging for faith and morals. It 
sounds the tocsin of watchfulness and clothes them in invincible 
armor against the snares and deceits of the enemy. 

Hearkened to, it would keep nations and individuals in the path 
of rectitude. It would defeat the efforts of the heresiarch and 
the schismatic; it would nullify the fallacies of the sophist; and 
it would baffle the artifices of the seducer. In a word it would 
mark the dead-line of heresy and schism and be the death-knell 
of sophistry and seduction. The false and the fraudulent, the 
counterfeit and the foreign could never obtain a foothold; they 
would perish in parturition. But because this warning was un- 
heeded or ignored, peoples that long walked in the light are grop- 
ing in darkness, and souls that were the temples of the Holy 
Ghost and heirs of Heaven are habitations of uncleanliness and 
hapless castaways. 


Vast as has been the harvest of souls that have fallen to the 
sickles of seduction, there is nothing in the present attitude 
of the enemy to warrant that the future will witness a diminu- 
tion. On the contrary, to judge by the increased activities, dis- 
ingenuous methods, and diffused agencies of today, one is forced 
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to the conclusion that never in the lives of Christians has there 
been another period in which faith and morals have been so 
lightly regarded and exposed to such violent temptations. The 
battles in which Christians have to engage now-a-days are in 
many respects similar to those of modern warfare. The enemy 
for the most part is concealed and covers a wide range of ter- 
ritory, circumstances that give him a decided advantage not only 
of disconcerting or checking an advance, but, of rendering it 
difficult to discover and costly to dislodge him. Looking across 
a modern battle-field the ordinary observer cannot discern any- 
thing to indicate the proximity of danger or the dread presence 
of war. Yet the very ground on which he stands may be 
already undermined and be shortly made the scene of dreadful 
carnage in which every available engine of destruction partici- 
pates. In the Christian warfare of to-day battles are for the most 
part fought against hidden and insidious foes—foes that encircle 
the whole globe and fight with weapons forged by the spirits of 
darkness. It was said of the penal laws, formerly an operation 
against the Catholics of Ireland, that they were conceived in hell 
and executed by demons. The same might be said of the propa- 
ganda which is nothing less than a concerted and determined 
effort to uproot the faith and to tear every Christian virtue from 
the heart. 

In other days it was a war of sectarianism. To-day it is a war 
of rebellion against all revealed religion, against the super- 
natural—a war to efface from the minds of men the memory of 
the cross and “to extinguish the lights of heaven.” Veiling their 
purpose under the clouds of specious arguments and pious 
aphorisms, calculated to deceive, if possible, even the elect, the 


criminal and cunning promoters roll forth volumes of poison gas 
to asphyxiate mentally and morally those who are silly enough to 
inhale it. 


Modern warfare teaches us another salutary lesson, viz.: the 
necessity of preparedness. In Christian warfare, preparedness 
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consists in schooling oneself in the sound and wholesome doc- 
trines of our holy religion and fortifying oneself by a practicable 
application of its principles in daily life; in other words, putting 
on the armor of God. This will enable us to detect and anticipate 
the movements of the enemy and, when occasion demands it, to 
fly from the danger zone. It is among the unprepared—unsus- 
pecting, the superficial, the rash and the ignorant that the enemy 
makes his conquest. Put you on then, in the words of St. Paul, 
the armor of God, and your minds will not be corrupted nor fall 
from the simplicity that is in Christ, and no man can deceive you 
with vain words. 





FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT (LAETARE 
SUNDAY) 


SOCIAL SAVING 


BY THE REV. C. C. MARTINDALE S.J., M.A. 


“Rejoice, Jerusalem; and make an assembly, all ye that love her; rejoice 
with joy, ye that were in sadness, that ye may exult and be satisfied with the 
breasts of your consolation.”—Isaias, 66, and Introit for Mass of Laetare 
Sunday. 

SYNOPSIS.—1. The Church breaks her meditation on sin and death by a 
moment of joy and triumph. 

2. Christ, seeing the multitudes, yearned over them, and willed that 
they should Live. 

3. The Salvation of the lowest is the Highest. Our efforts even for 
NATURAL life, must include the supernatural. Christians dare not act, 
save through Christ. 

4. The necessity, therefore, for Christians to be in touch with Him. 
Holy Communion. 

5. The concomitant duty of practical study of human facts; and of 
sympathy with human hearts. The self-sacrifice which this involves, 
implies our completest self-realization and power of social saving. 


1. Wuy THERE Is A LAETARE SUNDAY 


In the heart of Lent and Advent, the Catholic Church is bidden 
by her Liturgy to rejoice and triumph. Is this part, only, of the 
extraordinary dramatic sense which governs so much of out 
Missal and our Offices? Wise novelists, it is noticed, and I 
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would instance Dickens and Mgr. Benson, love to insert a passage 
of calm, or playfulness, or of neutral coloring, just before their 


great catastrophes. And there is the porter’s scene in Macbeth, 


followed by the sinister knocking at the door. But Advent, at 
any rate, unlike Lent, leads up to no catastrophe. 

Rather must it be to remind us that in no complete sense is 
Christianity a religion of sorrow and repentance. There are those 
who accuse it of having taken all the color out of life, “the 
world” cries Swinburne to the Galilean, “has grown grey from 
thy breath.” But no such cult of tears, blood, and death, is in 
any sense ours. Gloomy Advent issues into the vision of that 
source of light and life which is the Maiden-Mother with her 
little Baby in her arms: Lent, over which the shadow of the Pas- 
sion broods, is to-day reminded that we fail utterly to understand 
this Death unless we see it as connected with an abiding risen 
Presence: Maundy Thursday itself carries with it flowers and 
bells, processions and a brilliant altar, lest Holy Week and its 
Mass-less Friday make us forget how the Christian’s world and 
faith are essentially to be vehicles of Communion, and a passage, 
through whatever deaths they may include, into a wider and 
utterly undying Life. 


2. CHRIST’Ss COMPASSION FOR THE CROWD 


St. John, according to his method, connects one of those rhyth- 
mical discourses, melting into meditation, which are proper to his 
Gospel, with an incident related, or a saying quoted, in the 
simplest manner possible, as the Synoptists do. Here he relates 
the feeding of a multitude by the miraculous bread supplied by 
Christ and His Apostles. Our Lord felt a special sort of pity 
on the sight of such multitudes: He saw them as sheep un- 
shepherded, needing a help they knew not whence to seek. His 
heart then thrilled with desire to succour them, and with joy at 
the knowledge that He could do so. It is enough, for an under- 
standing heart, that a man should be a man, for it to leap with 
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sympathy towards him. Each individual has within him a flock 
of unshepherded instincts, of hopes, ambitions, disappointments, 
hated weaknesses, cheated desires, lonelinesses, which he dare not 
or will not, or mostly cannot, reveal. These we may guess at: or 


even without guessing their nature, we may know, for certain, 
that they are there. Quick, generous, unselfish impulses within 
ourselves awake and yearn to meet these hidden things. There 
is a flock wandering in the darkness! Cannot we be its shepherd? 
Cannot ours be the voice they may hear, for their succour and 


directions? Have we no staff or crook, for their rescue? 
And when the individual, with all this within him, is multiplied 


by many thousands, and the mystery within each man becomes 
the undirected life-effort of the race, our yearning grows, and 
with it our sense of helplessness, and our acknowledgement that 
there is none to whom to turn for the reinforcement of our weak- 
ness and ignorance, and the shepherding of our own erratic 
efforts, save One who shall have words of Eternal Life. 


3. THE SALVATION EVEN OF THE NATURAL Mav, Is 
CHRIST 


For we may safely believe that even what is lowest, can only 
be saved by its resolute effort towards that which is its possible 
highest. No doubt we may display untiring energy, utter self- 
sacrifice; even, intimate sympathy and human understanding, in 
the human line; we may in all pity and compassion “give our 
bodies to be burned,” and yet it shall profit us, and humanity, 
but little. Philanthropical schemes, educational programmes, res- 
cue work, may claim our brains and blood, but, now that we have 
known Christ, we have no right to leave Him out, nor look for 
success apart from the Supreme Shepherd. To Augustine, all 
literature became insipid which made no mention of the Name of 
Jesus. With us, all endeavor goes wan and loses its vitality, 
which is not inspired with the Sanctifying Soul of Christ. The 
problem then for us is, how to give Christ to the perishing peo- 
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ples? How bring these hungry mouths together, in the first 
place, and our own hands in contact with them, that we may feed 
them with Christ, the Living Bread? And again, in what mys- 
terious way must we again reduce—dare I say ?—Our Lord into 
the shape of Bread that these untaught wanderers may recognize 
Him as Bread, and so that they shall be willing to take Him from 
our hands, and that we may break and re-break Him, who, non 
confractus, non concisus, wills to minister “the Spirit without 
measure” to these endlessly varied crowds? These crowds, once 
more, of ordinary men, with ordinary souls and sins and sor- 
rows—for who shall suppose that the Five Thousand were all 
of them saints, and knew what they were needing, and what He 
yearned to give? Indeed they were not, and they did not! These 
crowds of modern folk, more varied than those distant throngs, 
who were marshalled there in brown and reds and blues, till they 
looked like flower beds on the vivid grass, how shall we reach 
them, to give them the One Christ whom they do not even know 
they need? Men are weary of foods that will not nourish, and 
guides that know nothing of the way, since their very goal is 
indistinct to them. But how shall we convince them that we have 
a Bread that is true Life, and that “the way we know, and 
whither we go, we know”’? 


4. THE NEcEssiry oF Hoty COMMUNION 


I can think of no plan, my dear brethren, which can do any- 
thing but shrink into insignificance in comparison with Holy 
Communion made by us who know of it. First and foremost, 
before daring to lay our clumsy hands upon, or speak with our 
stammering tongues to the multitudes, we must be in communion 
with the only source of Life of which we know. 

From God all comes; and for Christians, all comes through 
Christ. In fact, we not only get our life from and through 
Him, but our life must be His—we must be Him—and that in 
no sense short of the most real. In our Communions then, we 
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must offer not worthiness, but desire; not even purity, so much 
as passion ; “I am emptiness; fill me. I am all that is not; Thou, 
all that is: live Thou in me: through me work Thou.” Experience 
proves again and again that if a man has Christ within him, 
Christ works, Christ issues forth and conquers; He reveals, He 
alters, He works His miracles, and we stand laughing to see 
the Christ-effect upon that to which we have brought Him up; 
with which we have done no more than put Him in contact. We 
pass by, we jest, we scarcely remember our ambitions for these 
souls, save in some secret recess of our own soul’s hope, and lo! 
He has fed the hungry and shepherded the lost, and men and 
women pass on to Him to stay with Him, and we have no dream 
of claiming them or keeping them, for assuredly we never held nor 
scarcely touched them. Peter’s shadow healed the sick as it 
flitted over them. May we be made worthy to be in some sort 
Christ’s passing shadow, or, as it were, the utmost fringe of His 
healing virtue. 


5. THe NEED oF HUMAN UNDERSTANDING 


Yet are we not exempt from personal effort of mind and will. 
There are two sorts of such effort. The first contains all those 
means of bringing ourselves to understand men and women, and 
their group-aspirations, and contemporary tendencies. Do not 
rest, dear brethren, till you know the world you live in; your 
own tiny world, your business, your parish; the wider world, if 
possible, of your country, its problems and prospects; then, all 
America and Europe and the dawning claims and ideals of distant 
continents. Study of history, ancient and modern, of politics, of 
social endeavor, all this is in some sense or other obligatory upon 
those whose brain and opportunities are such as enable them to 
put them to this use. 

To those who cannot, and to all, there is the other method of 
direct individual sympathy. And this involves, to the uttermost 
degree, unselfishness, active unselfishness, which deliberately re- 
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nounces the personal element of success, ambition, and pleasure, 
for the sake of others, that so we may save many. The narrow i 
selfish world must be judged, condemned, and ended, and the | 
new world, with horizons such as Christ sees them, substituted. 
Imitate Him, and break yourselves to fragments, that you may 
feed the few and the many, the tens and the thousands, for with 
one good action done for His sake to another, a hundred oppor- 
tunities of wider good, believe me, will assail you. You will breed 
a love in you for self-sacrifice. And this is when, this is how, even 
on Laetare Sunday, Death comes in. Die to the tiny self, the 
tiny world, and all the universe is your own. The whole round 
world is rampant for this New Jerusalem, and her towers strike 


the stars. 



























PASSION SUNDAY 






THE DIVINITY OF JESUS CHRIST 
BY THE REV. H. P. BESSETTE, O.M.I. 











a Amen, I say to you, before Abraham was made I am.’’—John, 
viii, 58. 
SYNOPSIS.—I. Introduction. 


II. Proofs. (a) His Messianic Character. (b) His own affirmations. 
(c) His Character. (d) His Miracles and Prophecies. 


ITI, Conclusion. 









I. Beloved Brethren: By these striking words of to-day’s 
Gospel Our Saviour expresses in no uncertain terms His claims 
to the Divinity. By them He claims that He is God. If these 
words mean anything, they mean simply that Jesus Christ has 
an eternal existence, an existence not measured by weeks, months 
or years; not by time but by eternity. Yet there can be no doubt 
that eternal existence, “to be” without beginning or end, is one 
of the attributes of God. Therefore, Our Lord by saying “Amen, i 
Amen, I say to you before Abraham was made, I am” maintains 
that He is God. None but He could make such a statement. 
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Yet, it is a statement not made at random or in the heat of dis- 
cussion, but rather one resting upon the solid foundation of the 
Scriptures for proof. We will consider, then, briefly, the Divinity 
of Jesus Christ as revealed to us by the word of God. 


If. A. His Messianic Character. It must be evident to any 
serious student of the sacred Scriptures, both from the Sacred 
Text of the Old and New Testament, and from the interpreta- 
tions given to that text by the Synagogue and the Fathers of 
the Church, that the Prophets attributed to the Messiah who was 
to come into the world, titles and characteristics and works, which 
can only be applied to or performed by one possessing the Divine 
Nature. 


In the ninth chapter of the Prophecy of Isaias we read “a child 
is born to us, and a son is given to us, and the Government is 
upon His shoulders and His Name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, God the Mighty, the Father of the world to come, 


the Prince of Peace” (Isaias, ix,6). Again, the Messiah who was 
to come was being sent expressly to save men from their sins, 
to redeem them. Hence all the sighs of the Prophets, all the 
longings of the Patriarchs, all the yearnings of Holy Souls were 
for that blessed day when the Expected of Nations should visit 
His people. But the work of redemption could be accomplished 
only by God, since sin is an outrage directed against Him and 
therefore, infinite in malice. Moreover, David in his psalms at- 
tributes even the works of creation to the Saviour of the world, 
the future Messiah. And the works of creation are undoubtedly 
the works of God. Finally the wonderful works which the Mes- 
siah was to perform are such as none could perform but God 
alone. Passages innumerable from the Sacred Text might be 
cited but the following from the almost historical prophecy of 
Isaias, will illustrate my point. ‘God Himself will come and 
save you. Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, and the 
ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man 
leap as a hart and the tongue of the dumb shall be free” (Isaias 
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xxxv, 4-6). There can therefore, be no doubt that the prophets 
of old looked upon the future Messiah as none other than God. 

Now, Our Lord Jesus Christ fulfilled in Himself all the ancient 
prophecies, and united in His own person all the characteristics 
ascribed to the Messiah. How often do we read in the New 
Testament such passages.as: “This day is this Scripture fulfilled 
in your ears.” “How, then, can the Scriptures be fulfilled.” 
“Have you never read in the Scriptures,” etc., prefacing some 
beautiful sermon, or impressing some wonderful miracle upon the 
unbelieving Scribes and Pharisees. The time of Christ’s coming, 
the events of His life, private and public, the sad yet wonderful 
story of His Passion and Death, correspond in date and circum- 
stances with what the Prophets foretold of the Messiah. There 
can be no doubt therefore, that Jesus Christ is truly the Messiah 
promised to the world, the expected Saviour of the Nations. But 
the Messiah was foretold as one having the Divine Nature. There- 
fore Jesus Christ is undoubtedly God. 

B. His Own Affirmations. No one who is at all acquainted 
with the Bible, can doubt that Jesus Christ often claimed that 
He was God. Both before His Apostles and friends as well as 
in presence of His Judges and enemies, He upheld His Divine 
Character. He was most anxious that His Apostles should be 
convinced of it, hence He made them witnesses of His Miracles, 
and hearers of His wonderful words of wisdom. He aimed to 
impress this essential truth upon them, to unite them together, and 
make them strong in their conviction of His own Divinity, and 
He received His reward in that glorious confession made by St. 
Peter in the name of all the Apostles. When, after His assertion 
that men must eat His Body and drink His Blood, so many of 
His disciples turned away and walked no more with Him, He 
turned to His Apostles and said: “Will you also go away?” 
St. Peter at once answered: “Master, to whom shall we go? For 
we have known and have believed that thou art Christ the Son 
of the Living God.” 
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His enemies made this very claim to the Divinity the reason 
_of His condemnation to death, both before the High Priest 
Caiphas, and the Roman Governor, Pontius Pilate. Yet, Our 
Lord did nothing to change the opinion of either friends or 
enemies. As a matter of fact He did everything to confirm and 
strengthen their opinion, even going to the extreme of taking a 
solemn oath before the High Priest to the effect that He was 
the Son of God. We all know that striking incident in the story 
of Christ’s passion, where Caiphas after listening to various 
accusations against Christ in which the witnesses could not 
agree, at last in desperation stood up and cried out: “TI adjure 
thee, by the living God, that thou tell us if thou be the Christ the 
Son of the Living God.” Jesus saith to him: “Thou hast said 
it” (Matt., 63-64). 

Now in affirming His Divinity in a manner so constant, so 
positive, even so solemn, He could have spoken only the truth. 
His well-known character and His wonderful works do not per- 
mit us to accept any other hypothesis. 


C. By His Character. In reading over the life of Our dear 
Lord as recorded in the Gospels we see clearly that He was dis- 
tinguished from all about Him, (a) by the eminent holiness of 
His conduct. No slur, no blemish could be attached to His fair 
name. (b) By the purity and perfection of His moral doctrine. 
We have only to read the admirable sermon on the mount to be 
convinced of this. (c) By the wonderful simplicity of His ways. 
He was accessible to all without distinction. Publicans and sin- 
ners, rulers and subjects, rich and poor, even the little children 
flocked to Him and He turned none away. (d) By the inimitable 
perfection of His character. He always stood by principle, and 
was not swerved from the path of duty by threats to His life, 
nor was His conduct dictated by changing circumstances. (e) By 
His profound wisdom. Even the Jews exclaimed: “This man 
teacheth as one having power, and not as the Scribes and Phari- 
sees.” Such moral perfection as was manifest in the every action 
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of Jesus Christ does away with the charge of trickery or deception 
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est hurled at Him by His enemies then, and by our modern atheists H 
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or D. By His Works. Christ’s miracles were numerous, public, i 
nd marvellous and incontestable. They were never performed for (i 
a mere personal gain. All were performed in the name of God, iN 
as whom He called His Father, either to prove the Divinity of His : 
ry Mission, and the truth of His words, or else to relieve the in- | 
us firmities of the people. He did no miracle merely to satisfy vulgar if 
ot curiosity as Herod learned only too well during Christ’s passion. | 
re His Prophecies are clear, precise and give circumstances and i 
a details, beyond all mere human foreknowledge. They have been i 
d accomplished and continue to be so under our very eyes. It is i 
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and realizing the Divine Nature of Jesus Christ you will sym- i 
pathize more with Him during these days which commemorate | 
His bitter Passion and Death, and you will also have greater ii 
reverence for His Church and yield a more willing obedience to 
her in all things. Uniting thus the good works of a Christian 
with a firm belief in Christ, may you reap the rewards of faithful 
servants. Amen. 
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PALM SUNDAY 
THE HUMILITY OF CHRIST 


BY THE REV. C. M. THUENTE, O.P. 


“He humbled Himself becoming obedient unto death, even to the death of 
the Cross.’—Phil., ii, 8. 


SYNOPSIS.—Palm Sunday is the beginning of Holy Week. The week is 
holy because it commemorates the Divine Passion, because it teaches us 
the way to Heaven, because it merits for us special graces. 


St. Thomas Aquinas gives four reasons for the Passion of Jesus: 
I. To manifest the love of God that we may learn to love God. 


II. To teach us every virtue, especially humility and obedience. Pride 
and disobedience were the cause of sin and damnation. 


III. To merit for us justifying grace and the glory of bliss. 


IV. To teach us the gravity of sin. The Cross teaches that sin is 
great but that there is hope for every repentant sinner. 


With the solemn blessing and distribution of the palms we 
begin the Holy Week. This week the Church calls holy and 
this week alone the Church calls holy, because during it we com- 
memorate the greatest and the most sacred mysteries of the life 
of Jesus Christ. It is holy because it lifts our minds and hearts 
up to the Son of God and reminds us in the most touching way 
of our end, our beatitude, our salvation, which we must attain 
by taking the royal way of the Cross. This week is holy because 
it is a time of special graces and spiritual favor. To make this 
week holy for you, personally, you must spend it well. Enter into 
the spirit of the Church, forget worldly pleasures and, as far 
as possible, worldly pursuits, and follow Christ closely until you 
see Him, Sunday morning, arisen, triumphant, holding the palm 
of victory in His blessed hand. 

The Catholic Church is a prudent, loving Mother and to help 
us, her children, to learn the great lessons taught by Jesus; to 
follow the example given by Jesus; to obtain the graces merited 
for us by Jesus becoming obedient unto the death of the Cross, 
she not only reads to us the inspired history of the Divine Passion 





SERMONS FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 415 


according to the four Evangelists but invites us to come to church 
and there by means of most sacred Liturgy and significant cere- 
monies tries to reproduce the mysteries; to make us see what 
Christ did; to make us feel what Christ felt. Come therefore to 
church regularly this week and live through these mysteries with 
Christ, become obedient with Christ, die with Christ crucified to 
the world, that you may rise again with Christ, that Christ may 
place into your hands the palm of eternal victory. 


As a preparation for the celebration of this Holy Week I shall 
give you four reasons why Christ humbled Himself, why Christ 
became obedient to the death of the Cross, four reasons why the 
Church commemorates the mysteries of the Cross with special 
solemnity, four reasons why she invites you to follow Christ 
crucified with attentive minds and devoted hearts. We take the 
four reasons from the works of St. Thomas of Aquinas, the great 
angelic doctor of the Church, who spent much time kneeling be- 
fore the Crucifix studying the crucified Lord and so has grasped 
so well the mind of His divine Master. 

The first reason as given by St. Thomas for the Passion and 
death of Christ is love. God loved us with an infinite love and 
longed to make us understand this boundless love. Therefore 
the Father sent His only begotten Son into the world; therefore 
the Son of God, having taken our human form, spoke to us plainly 
and said repeatedly: “I have loved you.” These words were not 
clear and forceful enough to express that love of His heart, there- 
fore He went to the Garden of Olives and began to pray and to 
bleed. What language is more powerful than the language of 
blood? That red, warm blood coming from the heart, forced 
from the heart by the power of love expresses love. Therefore 
Jesus allowed His whole sacred undefiled Body to be scourged 
that it might be covered with bleeding wounds, that every wound 
and every drop of blood coming from every wound might be a 
living voice saying: “I love you.” Therefore Jesus gave His 
very life for us on the Cross. “A greater love no man can have 
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than that he lay down his life for his friend.” Therefore 
Jesus wished to have His sacred heart pierced with a lance to 
open to us that “Book of Life,” to throw open to us that “Holy 
of Hollies.” 


This manifestation of love we must study this week, this “book 
of love” we must read this week, this temple of love we must 
enter, until we feel with John, who followed Christ so faithfully 
and so loyally from the last supper to the top of Calvary, that we 
are the disciples whom Jesus loves. As soon as the soul feels that 
it is loved by God it begins to love God. That is the law of Love. 
The love of the Heart of God burns through the wounds of the 
sacred Body of Jesus and wounds our hearts that our hearts 
through these same wounds may reach the heart of God. The 
study of Christ humble and obedient unto the death of the Cross 
will help us to keep the first great commandment which is: Love 
your God with your whole heart. 


The angelic doctor St. Thomas in the second place sees in the 
light of Heaven that the Blessed Trinity chose the humble, painful 
way of the Cross as the most fitting for our redemption, because 
“thereby, He set us an example of obedience, humility, constancy, 


justice and the other virtues displayed in the Passion which are 
requisite for our salvation; hence it is written ‘Christ ought to 
suffer for us, leaving us an example that we should follow in 


His steps.’”’ “His passion—is the mirror of thy life.” 


Christ humbled Himself becoming obedient unto death to teach 
us every virtue. The Apostle specifies two: humility and obedi- 
ence. Pride was the ultimate cause of sin, pride made Lucifer 
fall from Heaven; pride made our first parents take the forbidden 
apple; there is pride in every sin committed by man. An im- 
mediate effect of pride is disobedience. The proud angels and 
the proud Eve wished to make themselves independent like God, 
therefore, they disobeyed. Pride is the cause of much infidelity 
and blasphemy in our time. Many, especially the princes of 
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learning, wealth and power, drive Christ out of their hearts and 
homes to be their own masters. 

Christ, knowing that pride is the root of evil and the cause of 
man’s fall, humbled Himself and accepted the cloak of mockery, 
the crown of thorns, and the cross of the malefactor. He showed 
the humility of His heart by becoming obedient unto the death 
of the Cross. 

God hates the proud and casts them from their throne. God 
loves the humble and He exalts them. God exalted the humble, 
obedient Jesus on Calvary, and still more on Easter Sunday, and 
gave Him “a name which is above all names.” 

Dear Friends, study that crucified Jesus especially this week 
and “follow in His steps.” Learn to be humble and humbly obey 
the Laws of God, humbly obey the commandments of the Church, 
‘ humbly obey your lawful superiors, humbly accept the many 

crosses the loving Father may send you. Humble yourselves 

with Jesus Christ and the just God will exalt you with Jesus 

Christ. 

A third reason why the loving Saviour humbled Himself, be- 
came obedient and carried for us the cross to the top of Calvary 
was to merit for us an abundance of grace. “By His passion,” 
says St. Thomas, “He not only delivered man from sin but also 
merited justifying grace for him and the glory of bliss.” 

The value of that “justifying grace” and the greatness of that 
“glory of bliss’ we learn to know by studying that divine 
Passion during this holy week. We judge the value of an object 
by what we pay for it. What must be the value of a soul, the 
value of sanctifying grace, the value of salvation, when we see 
the loving Saviour praying for it and weeping for it, stretching 

forth His wounded, bleeding hands to Heaven to open, as it were, 
the Gates of Glory, to offer to the Father the price of redemp- 
tion. We have been bought at a great price. Seeing and feeling 
that Jesus humbled Himself and became obedient unto the death 
of the cross to obtain for us the life of grace and the life of 
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glory, let us appreciate these precious gifts and not cast them 
away like the prodigal son for momentary pleasure. Let us liye 
that life of grace and be ready always, as the martyrs of old, 
to die in order to possess that wedding garment, to be ready at 
all times, like the prudent virgins, to enter that “glory of bliss,” 
Study well the Passion of Christ, dear brethren, and with the 
Church pray and pray fervently for the conversion and the sal- 
vation of souls that all may die in that “justifying grace” and 
possess that “glory of bliss.” 


We come now to a fourth reason which St. Thomas gives for 
the way of the cross. It is to show us the wickedness and the 
gravity of -sin, “Christ having chosen the way of the cross, man 
is all the more bound to refrain from sin when he bears in mind 
that he has been redeemed by Christ’s blood.” This is a most 
important lesson for us. Sinners blinded by the malice of sin 
forget the wickedness there is in it and the evil consequences 
which follow all sin. Living in its very atmosphere, being sur- 
rounded by sinners who laugh at sin and boast of their sins, men 
are tempted to think that sin is not an evil. Why is Jesus sor- 
rowful unto death? Why does He fall flat upon the ground 
bleeding and agonizing? Why does He cry: “Father take away 
this chalice!” It is to take away our sins. Sins are great and 
we must refrain from sinning. Why was Jesus cast into a dun- 
geon where they did with Him just what they would? Why 
did He sit there abandoned by His friends, surrounded by 
enemies who crowned Him with thorns, who placed a cloak of 
mockery upon His shoulders, who struck Him in the face, who 
spat upon Him? It was to take away the sins of the world. Sin 
is great and we must refrain from sinning. Why does He hang 
there upon the cross facing the whole world, lifting His pleading 
eyes to Heaven and crying: “O God, O God! why hast thou 
forsaken me?” The answer is: God and Man seemed to have 
forsaken Him because sin is great. Could Almighty God have 
made the gravity and wickedness of sin clearer to us? That 
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language of suffering and blood we must understand and in 
understanding it kneel down and say devoutly: “Our Father 
who art in Heaven—forgive us our trespasses—deliver us from 
evi—Mother of God pray for us sinners.” The humble, obedient 
Jesus on the cross teaches not only that sin is great, that we 
must refrain from sin, it teaches us also the consoling lesson 
that there is hope for the penitent sinner: “To call me back to 
life Thou the Author of life wast bled to death.” The sight of 
that sacred Blood has touched the heart of the greatest sinners, 
and the grace He merited.by shedding it has transformed them 
into temples of the Holy Ghost. Peter fell and sinned grievously 
but when he saw the Blood of Christ flowing, and looked through 
His open wounds deep down into that compassionate Heart, he 
repented and shed tears of contrition. Even the heart of the 
robber on the cross, who began to blaspheme with the wicked, 
when he saw the Blood of Christ flowing from that loving, obedi- 
ent Heart, was softened and his blasphemy changed into a prayer: 
“Remember me!” 

Behold then, dear friends, the four profound reasons why 
Jesus Christ humbled Himself, becoming obedient unto the death 
of the cross, the profound four-fold reason why the Catholic 
Church commemorates so solemnly the divine Passion and death 
of Christ, the profound, four-fold reason why we ask you to 
spend well this Holy Week. 


419 
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EASTER SUNDAY 


THE RESURRECTION, OUR HOPE 
BY THE REV. THOMAS P. PHELAN, LL.D. 


“And if Christ be not risen again, then is our preaching vain and your 
faith ts also vain.”—I Cor., xv, 14. 


SYNOPSIS.—I. The resurrection the foundation of our faith and hope. 
II. The Testimony of Christ. 
III. The apostles and their successors did not preach in vain. 
IV. The spread of the faith in all ages and every nation. 
V. The resurrection of the body. 


The resurrection of Christ from the dead is the corner-stone of 
Christian belief, the proof of the triumph of God’s Church, the 
pledge of the resurrection of the body. If Christ be not risen, He 
is not the Son of God, He is not the promised Redeemer. His 
doctrines are not divine, His miracles are not from Heaven. The 
sins of the human family are still unrequited, Heaven is still closed 
to the children of God. Pious Christians, rebellious against the 
thraldom of the flesh, despising worldly pleasures, striving for 
eternal happiness, are deluded and deceived. “If in this life 
only we have hope in Christ, we are, of all men, most miserable.” 
(I. Cor., xv, 19). The saints who served the Lord and despised 
earthly delights, were simple and impractical. ‘“Then they also 
that are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.” (I. Cor., xv, 18). 
The world is but a dreary waste, religion a delusion, life a per- 
petual failure. “But now Christ is risen from the dead: The 
first fruits of them that sleep.” (I. Cor., xv, 20.) The Babe 
of Bethlehem, the Man of Sorrows, the Crucified Victim is truly 
the Son of God. His doctrines are not the worldly wisdom of 
rhetoricians and philosophers, but the inspired words of God. 
His miracles are neither magic nor diabolic, but manifestations 
of the power of the Most High. Christ, the Lord, has risen 


from the dead,—our preaching is not vain nor is your faith 


vain. 
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Christ spoke of His resurrection as the positive proof of His 
divine mission and the seal of His wondrous miracles. When 
He drove the buyers and sellers from the Temple, and rebuked 
them for their impiety, the Scribes and Pharisees cried out: 
“What sign dost thou show unto us, seeing thou dost these 
things? Jesus answered and said to them: “Destroy this Temple 
and in three days I will raise it up.” (John, ii, 18-19.) His 
auditors surmised that He spoke of the material Temple which 
was six and forty years in building, but the Saviour referred 
to His own Body, the Temple of the divinity, personally present 
and living. As God, with power over life and death, He would 
restore that edifice, apparently destroyed by the sufferings of the 
crucifixion. Again, when He healed the sufferer with the 
withered hand, and expelled the evil spirit from the deaf and 
dumb man, His enemies asked a sign. “Master, we would see 
a sign from thee. Who answering said to them: ‘An evil 
and adulterous generation seeketh a sign: and a sign shall not 
be given it, but the sign of Jonas the Prophet. For as Jonas was 
in the whale’s belly three days and three nights, so shall the Son 
of Man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.’ ” 
(Matt., xii, 38-40). His hearers understood not His words, 
although the story of Jonas and his mission was graven on their 
memories. Even His disciples were unenlightened. It was only 
when the great miracle of the resurrection was accomplished, 
that they recalled His words and understood His meaning. 


To the Apostles the doctrine of the resurrection was the guide 
and inspiration of their missionary labors and preaching. When 
Matthias was chosen to succeed the recreant Judas in the 
Apostolic college, Peter suggested, that: “One of these,” 1.2., 
the disciples—, “be made a witness with us of His Resurrec- 
tion.” (Acts, i, 22.) The Prince of the Apostles, in his first 
discourse on Pentecost, preached Jesus crucified and: “Spoke 
of the resurrection of Christ.” (Acts, ii, 31). The Apostle of 
the Gentiles, addressing the philosophers of Athens, “Preached 
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to them Jesus and the Resurrection.” (Acts, xviii, 19). Peter 
and John after the miracle at the Gate Beautiful, ascribed all 


their powers to: “The author of life you killed, Whom God hath 
raised from the dead.” (Acts, iii, 15). So potent were the 
words of the Apostles and their successors that the Gospel spread 
beyond the confines of Judea, among the ancient races of the 
East, along the shores of the great inland sea, and even to 
the mysterious sources of the river of the South. Imperial Rone 
was inundated by the graces of the Risen Saviour and though 
paganism relied on the prestige of kings and the might of arms 
to sustain it, yet three centuries after the great miracle of 
Easter, a follower of the Risen Lord was seated on the throne 
of the Caesars. No race was too barbarous, no journey too 
perilous, no dangers too threatening, for the messengers of the 
King of Kings. They drank deeply of the cup of sorrow and 
suffering, yet the promises of the Risen Master sustained them 
in every crisis, for they reckoned the trials of this world as 


nothing when compared to the resurrection of the body and 
eternal bliss. The preaching of the Apostles and their successors 
has not been in vain, for the doctrines of the Risen Christ have 
been taught and practised in every nation under Heaven, and 
will be, until time shall be no more. 


To the people of the ancient world, hungering for the Bread 
of Life, the teachings of the new dispensation came as Manna 
from Heaven. The beauty of its doctrines, the sanctity of its 
hearers, the austerity of its morals, in contrast to the cruelty, in- 
difference and immorality of the pagan cult, brought bond and 
free to its shrines. It was a crime to be a Christian. Torture 
and death were the rewards of the faithful devotees. Honors 
and emoluments were promised the traitor or informer. Neither 
age nor sex was a protection against the lust of paganism. The 
sands of the Colosseum were crimsoned with the blood of the 
saints and into the water of the Tiber were cast the bodies of 
the martyrs. Yet the followers of the Risen Lord were un- 
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daunted. Prosecution and death were but preludes to eternal life. 
Paganism fell, and the glad alleluias of a Christian Rome rang 
out on Easter morn. Centuries of sorrow have afflicted their 
spiritual children. Nations and kings have conspired against the 
spouse of Christ. Heresy and schism have depleted her ranks. 
Rationalism and unbelief have weaned away her devotees. “Yet 
from the rising of the sun, even to the going down, My Name 
is great among the Gentiles, and in every place there is sacrifice, 
and there is offered to my name a clean oblation: for My Name is 
great among the Gentiles saith the Lord of Hosts.” (Mal., i, 10- 
11). The resurrection of Christ was not vain, for the heroism 
and constancy of countless millions in every age and clime are 
irrefutable proofs of its efficacy. 


When the Holy Man had lost family, friends and substance, 
and a loathsome malady was sapping his vital strength, he did 
not lose hope in the Lord: “For I know that my Redeemer 
liveth and in the last day I shall rise out of the earth. And I 
shall be clothed again with my skin and in my flesh I shall see 
my God.” (Job, xix, 25-26). During life’s pilgrimage, sorrow 
and disappointment are the portion of God’s servant. Temptation 
and persecution, poverty and failure may entice him occasionally 
from the service of his Master and plunge him into despair. Yet 
the religion of Christ, his faith in the resurrection of the body, 
draw him back from the abyss of despond. It is the star of hope, 
shining in the cloud-laden sky of this land of exile. When 
fortune, honors, reputation are gone, and life’s insipid pleasures 
have turned to ashes on the lips, religion is his only solace, 
Heaven his only desire. “When this mortal hath put on im- 
mortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: 
Death is swallowed up in victory. O death where is thy victory? 
O death where is thy sting?” (I. Cor., xv, 54-55). The trials 
and sufferings of a few, fleeting years of exile are forgotten in 
the vision of eternity with the Risen Saviour. 


Our preaching is not vain, your faith is not vain. Christ the 
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Lord has risen from the dead, triumphant over sin and death and 
hell. Our redemption is consummated, our ransom paid. Our 
souls are purified, our eternal salvation accomplished and assured, 
We are no longer children of wrath, but sons of God and heirs 
of Heaven. Weare only pilgrims in this land of sorrow waiting 
for the day of days when our souls reunited to our bodies will 
ascend to our true home with the Risen Lord. The resurrection 
is the seal of Christ’s divinity and the assurance of the triumph 
of His Church. The resurrection of the body is our hope and 
solace during the years of our exile in this vale of tears. As 
the Church sings her glad paeon of praise on this gladsome 
Easter morn, let her children lift their voices and proclaim in 
gratitude: “This is the day which the Lord hath made, let us 
rejoice and be glad, therein.” (Ps., cvii, 24). 





SHORT SERMONS FOR THE SUNDAYS OF 
THE YEAR 


BY THE VERY REV. J. R. NEWELL, O.P., LECT. S. TH. AND 
PREACHER-GENERAL 


THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 


THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 


“Yea rather, blessed are they who hear the word of God and keep it.”— 
Luke, xi, 28. 


The praise of Mary from the mouth of the woman in this 
day’s Gospel gave to Jesus the occasion to at once state the foun- 
dation of the greatness of His Mother and to pronounce upon her 
the highest encomium possible to the rational creature. For, 
Mary, the Virgin Mother of Jesus, was first and most of all 
blessed in this, that she, with the utmost docility of faith and love, 
heard the word of God and kept it,—‘“‘Mary kept all these words 
in her heart’—. Among all creatures she is the highest example 
of holiness, and on this moral foundation and true blessedness 
God established in her the privilege and glory of being the mother 
of His Incarnate Son. 

It is with more than human wisdom that the Church per- 
sistently urges us to fervent devotion toward the Blessed Virgin 
Mary ;—a devotion which is the practical application of the Chris- 
tian doctrine and fact of the Communion of Saints; and by this 
action of the Church the true and ennobling ideal personified in 
Mary is kept before our minds to lift and direct us to things 
divine, and to induce us to have confident and habitual recourse 
to her powerful intercession. 

As the Sacred Scriptures begin, and continue, and close with 
Jesus, so also with Mary. In the hour of our fall God said 
to Satan: “I will place enmities between thee and the woman,— 
between her seed and thy seed; thou shalt lie in wait for her 


heel, and she shall crush thy head.” (Gen., iv, 15). And the 
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Apocalypse closes the written word of God with the same Divine 
Revelation: “The old serpent, Satan hated and persecuted 
the woman because of her child, who hath redeemed all 
peoples * * *, But the dragon prevailed not * * *. And the 
child was taken up to heaven and to His throne, from whence 
He ruleth the nations.” (Apoc., xii.) 


Throughout the ages the prophets beheld and sang of Mary in 
their visions of the Messias—‘Who is she that goeth up from 
our earth as a white pillar of the smoke of aromatical spices ?— 
Who is she that cometh forth as the morning rising,—fair as the 
moon, bright as the sun, and terrible as an army in battle array? 
—The daughters saw her and called her blessed,—queens beheld 
her and wondered. For, the Creator of all things made His 
tabernacle in her and established her in the hearts of all the 
righteous and just” (Canticles, vi). And the wonderful work 
of God predicted by Isaias for the tribe of Juda and the house of 
David is this: “Behold a Virgin shall conceive and bring forth 
a son, and He shall be called Emmanuel—God with us.” And 
as with Jesus, so also with Mary the Gospel opens and closes. In 
the fulness of the predicted time “The angel of the Lord was sent 
from heaven to a Virgin of Nazareth whose name was Mary. 
And entering, he said to her: “Hail full of grace, the Lord is 
with thee :—blessed art thou above all women. Behold thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb and shalt bring forth a son, and thou shalt 
call His name Jesus; for the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee 
and the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee, and 
therefore the Holy One that shall be born of thee shall be called 
the Son of the Most High.” 

The Virgin Mary having given her consent to this design of 
God, the Mystery of the Divine Incarnation was instantly accom- 
plished in her :—“The Word was made Flesh, and dwelt among 
us.” The Virgin Mary is the Mother of God; hence her just 
title to the singular homage and veneration of mankind, as she 
herself predicted: “My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit 
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hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For He that is Mighty hath 
done great things in me; and, behold, from henceforth all genera- Uh 
tions shall call me blessed.” In consenting to the Divine plan of i 





Redemption Mary heroically embraced the unutterable woes in “ 
which the cruel Passion and Death of her Divine Son were to St 
involve her, and hence in her compassion she became the Mother i 
of Sorrows and the Queen of Martyrs,—special titles to our love oe 


and gratitude. 

But Jesus, the God-man, shares His glory in Heaven with all ) Y 
who suffer and sorrow with Him, and with none more than with # 
His compassionate Mother ; and hence, if we would contemplate 
her in her glory, we must ascend beyond the countless ranks of the 
Saints and the vast hierarchies of the Angels, and there behold, as i" 
St. John beheld, “A great sign in Heaven,—a woman clothed with 
the sun and crowned with the stars.” It is the Virgin Mary, 
Mother of God and Queen of Heaven, radiant in the splendor of 
Jesus, her son—the Incarnate Son of God. Mary’s intercessory 
power is co-extensive with the dignity of her Divine Maternity ; 
with her nearness to the throne of God, and with the spiritual 
needs of the Universal Church of Christ. With the most loving 
and compassionate interest in our salvation, she exerts her in- 2 
fluence in behalf of all who—abandoning sin—will earnestly have i 
recourse to her intercession,—hence her title to our special con- 
fidence. 

True devotion to Mary implies our imitation of her virtues. | 
The virtues of Mary are most appropriate to our condition ;—Her + 
faith in God and in all the truths of His revealed religion ;— 
“Blessed art thou that didst believe” ;—Her holy fear of the All- 
Holy and Almighty,—“Holy is His Name” ;—Her hope in His 
goodness,—“‘His mercy is from generation unto generation to 
them that fear Him”; Her humility, patience and charity —Who- a 
ever, relinquishing sin and confident in Mary, will endeavor to af 
copy these her distinguishing virtues will be led by her safely to 
salvation as by a mother’s hand. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 


HOLY COMMUNION 


“And Jesus seeing the multitude, said: Whence shall we buy bread, that 
all these may eat.’—John vi, 5 

The Son of God in the miracles which He wrought for the 
bodily needs of men, intended to convey lessons of eternal truth 
and gifts of divine value. Hence, He who is the Almighty 
provider for every created life, took occasion of this miraculous 
multiplication for the loaves to promise the institution of the 
adorable Sacrament of the Eucharist—the Sacrament which, 
under the touching symbol of our daily bread, contains the Body 
and Blood, Soul and Divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
said, therefore, to the multitude whom He had miraculously fed: 
“Seek the bread which perishes not, the bread which the Son of 
Man will give; I am the bread of life, I am the living bread which 
came down from heaven; the bread which I will give is my flesh 
for the life of the world; Amen I say to you, unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood you shall not have 
life in you; For my flesh is food indeed and my blood is drink 
indeed; As the Living Father sent me and I live by the Father, 
so he that eateth me, the same shall live by me ;—He that eateth 
my flesh and drinketh my blood abideth in me and I in him, and! 
will raise him up” (to glory) “on the last day.” 

The insistent, varied and emphatic declaration of the same 
thing, contained in those words of the Saviour, leaves no uncer- 
tainty in any sincere mind as to His meaning ;—He promised to 
institute the Great Sacrament by which men were to enter into 
the most intimate communion with His Sacred Humanity, and, 
thereby, with His Divinity. In this divine institution Jesus carries 
out the design of Infinite Goodness to make the rational creature 
partaker of the life and happiness of the God-man; and it is 
through our Sacramental Union with Him that we are to pat- 
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ticipate in the joyful and glorious life of God. All moral life is 
consummated in the love and happiness of union with the all-per- 
fectone. The infinite Divine Persons of the Blessed Trinity have 
their complete life—their love and happiness—in their union with 
one another. While they are one and identical with the Divine 
Nature, they are distinct in Person, one from another and they 
dwell eternally in one another,—infinitely loving, infinitely happy. 
Hence, to bring about our union with God,—the source of our 
eternal happiness, the God-man designed, through the Holy 
Eucharist, to unite Himself both corporally and spiritually with 
men in order to sustain here on earth and to consummate in 
Heaven the initial communication of the Divine life which we 
receive in baptism; and this design He declared at the Last Sup- 
per, when He prayed: “That they be one in us as thou, Father, 
inme and I in Thee, that they may all be consummated in one.” 


At the Last Supper, then, Jesus instituted the adorable Sacra- 
ment of His Body and Blood under the forms or appearance of 
bread and wine for the purposes of Divine worship in His 
Church and of ineffable communion of His followers with Him- 
self. Seated with His Apostles on that memorable night, “Jesus 
took bread into His sacred and venerable hands, and giving 
thanks, and blessing, He brake and gave to them saying: “Take 
ye and eat, for this is my body which shall be delivered up for 
you. This do ye in commemoration of me.’ Then taking the 
chalice of wine and giving thanks, and blessing, He gave to them 
saying: ‘Drink ye all of this, for this is the chalice of the new and 
everlasting Testament in my blood, which shall be shed for many 
unto the remission of sins. This do ye for a commemoration 
of me.”” (Luke, xxii, 19-20.) 


The Apostles, on witnessing this sacramental institution by the 
Master, and knowing Him to be the Christ and the author of our 
salvation, accepted His words as the divine evidence of His real 
presence under those appearances; and they adoringly and lov- 
ingly received their first communion at His hands; and they were 
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at the same time made priests of His everlasting Church, and 
enjoined by Him to celebrate under the same sacramental symbols 
the tremendous sacrifice and the Holy Communion of the Body 
and Blood of Christ. It is a mystery which challenges our faith 
in and our conscience of the wisdom, power and veracity of the 
Incarnate God; and therefore we render Him the just homage 
of our mind, and believe with joy and gratitude. The outward 
appearances—sustained by Him as a sacramental veil—do not 
cloud the clear insight of our faith, and they are a necessity of 
our earthly condition. “For,” as St. Chrysostom says, “if we 
were incorporeal beings, the Saviour would have communicated 
Himself to us without any sensible veil; but since our souls are 
united with the body and we must learn through the senses, He 
conveys and signifies to us, in things perceptible to our senses, the 
divine things of eternal life which are to be apprehended by the 
mind enlightened by the word of the Son of God.” 


Holy Communion effects the most intimate union of our souls 
with Jesus, whose deified Humanity becomes our spiritual 
nourishment and the cause of our moral growth and perfection. 
Hence the wonderful fruits of frequent communion displayed in 
the spiritual beauty and power of the Church. In an age of 
religious darkness and desolation the Catholic Church, by reason 
of the Holy Eucharist, shines before the world as the inspiring 
example of every high virtue of religious piety and social benevo- 
lence. She realizes in the lives of her children, who communicate 
frequently, the divine ideals of absolute faith and trust in God; 
of supernatural mastery of the passions; of courage and patience 
under every trial; of unalterable charity, and an unshakeable 


reliance on the divine pledge of a future glorious immortality. 


But observe: We say these are the fruits of frequent com- 
munion. While it is certain that a single fervent communion can, 
of itself, produce the highest moral perfection; yet our perfection 
is normally worked out in accordance with our human condition, 
and, therefore, by a continuous and regular process. The normal 
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development of our natural life is progressive, and requires the 
frequent reception of nourishing and sustaining food. The long- 
intermittent use of food would weaken our vitality. It is the 
same with our spiritual life; the frequent supply of the sacra- 
mental grace of Christ by communion with Him is needed for our 
spiritual development and perfection; for the exercise of virtue; 
for strength under temptation; support in trial, and for our 
healing after the wounds sustained in the moral combat. Without 
frequent communion we are left too long exposed to our own 
perverse inclinations, and we rapidly drift toward earthly things 
and ways; we lose all taste and relish for the divine joys which 
God has destined for us; our attachments become material, our 
passions assume mastery, and vain ambitions lure us with idle 
dreams, only to abandon us in the end to bitter disappointment. 


The early Christians communicated daily ; being drawn thereto 


by their lively faith in the Real Presence and their tender love of 
Jesus, and impelled also to thus seek strength and consolation to 
withstand their dangers and trials amid a pagan world. But we 
have equal if not greater need of frequent communion; for our 
dangers in many respects surpass those of the early Christians, 
from the deceitful smiles of the modern world, whose toleration 
springs from religious indifference, and whose corrupting maxims 
are luring countless souls from Christ. If the Church commands 
communion once a year at Easter time, she by no means sanctions 
annual communion as a sufficient guarantee of Christian moral 
life. Her intention in fixing a time is only to draw the line 
beyond which lax and worldly Catholics may not go without in- 
curring her censure. And where is the living, Catholic faith,—the 
practical Catholicity of those who, merely to fulfil a by-law of 
their Society or to escape the Church’s penal sentence, come as 
perfect strangers to communion only once a year? We refer 
them to their own moral experience. 

To secure our salvation amid the frightful dangers of this life 
the Incarnate Son of God stooped to the depths of our lowliness 
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and instituted this adorable Sacrament of His real Presence 
among us. But the home of His desire is not the lonely tabernacle 
of the Altar, but the enlightened and chastened souls of those who 
believe in Him and love Him. Let us, with a lively faith and a 
fervent love, approach Him often;—monthly, weekly, and even 
daily, that we may abide in Him and He in us as the constant 
friend and companion of our days; and He will be with us in 
the end to receive us to an eternal share in His life of infinite Joy 
and Glory. 





PASSION SUNDAY 


THE SUFFERINGS OF THIS LIFE 


“Which of you shall convince me of sin? ...I honor my Father, and you 
have dishonored me.”—John, viii, 46, 59. 

The Son of God, having, for our redemption, become a member 
of the fallen race of man, was necessarily a Man of Sorrows. “In 
all things, excepting sin, He was found as man, and because He 
was also God and had to declare it, He was contradicted, calum- 
niated and pursued to death by His apostate people.” His suffer- 
ings, while being an atonement for all sin, were a warning, an 
example and a source of consolation to mankind. Sinners as we 
all are, penance is our duty, and sorrow and suffering are our 
due. Besides the common annoyances of every day, there comes 
in the course of every one’s life an important phase characterized 
by one form or another of severe trial and affliction, under which 
one’s Christian life is subjected to a stern testing, and much will 
then depend on one’s views and behavior. While many have 
religiously improved under affliction, some have deteriorated. 
Hence, it is a practical question of great importance, how we 
should regard the trials of this life and how we should behave 
under them. Without faith, men are puzzled and dismayed by 
the enigma and terror of affliction. Ignorant of eternal truth, 
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‘they have built the temple of their happiness on the uncertain 
pillars of wealth, honors, pleasures and health, and suddenly these 
pillars are shaken, and their temple falls, and they are left either 
unhumanly stoical or unmanfully prostrated, and, in both cases, i 
without hope or consolation. 

But we are Christians, and there is a well-known virtue that 
should distinguish us—Christian patience, which is founded on 
divine faith and sustained by divine grace, and which, under the 
greatest afflictions, has exemplified to the world the perfection of 
heroism among the followers of Christ. Our faith teaches us 
that all that happens to us, except sin, is ordained of God, and for 
our ultimate good :—“Know that I alone am. I kill and make 
alive; I wound and heal.” (Deut., xxxii, 39). But “count it all 
joy and gain when you shall have to suffer divers tribulations; of 
for tribulation begetteth patience, and patience hath a perfect | 
work, ’—Christian perfection and eternal happiness. 

Our faith teaches us that God sends to every soul what is 
most conducive to its spiritual progress and its final salvation, 

‘and that all suffering patiently endured in the grace of God 
creates in us the virtues that most liken us to our crucified Saviour, 
and which merit a share in His eternal joy. When entering upon a 
His redeeming Passion Jesus said: “As the Father hath given me 
command so do I”... The chalice, therefore, which my 
Father hath given me to drink—shall I not drink it?” We should 
always be able to derive strength and consolation under affliction | 
from the memory of Christ’s sufferings for us, and we should put * 
ourselves at the feet of His Cross, and there, while weeping over ui 
His sorrows, learn to bear and even forget our own. 

Trials and afflictions are usually a mark of God’s special care 
and predilection ;—“He chastiseth every son whom He received.” 
We are so weak and so inclined to evil that when all in our life “ 
is prosperous and serene we are in danger of becoming proud, 
self-confiding and careless ;—forgetful of God and turning His 
gifts into occasions of deadly sit. It is then that God, in His 
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mercy, deprives us of them, and compels us to return to Him 
penitent, humbled and confiding in Him alone; and earnest and 
energetic at last in the immortal interests of our souls, which 
otherwise would have been lost eternally. But whatever be the 
occasion or the nature of our afflictions, or if we bear them with 
Christian patience, we have the declaration of the Holy Ghost by 
the pen of St. Paul teaching us that: “The sufferings of this 
present life are not worthy, to be compared with the glory that 
shall be revealed in us... . For, by the grace of Christ, our 
tribulation—momentary and light,—worketh for us above 
measure an eternal weight of glory” (II: Cor., iv, 17). 


As sinners we must do penance. “Unless ye do penance,” 
said our Lord, “ye shall perish.” And, “If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his Cross and follow 
me.” Now, while, by a sincere use of the great Sacrament of 
Penance, the virtue of penance is secured, and we are pardoned 
our dreadful sins, yet a debt of satisfaction remains due for them. 
“Thy sin,” said the Prophet to King David, “is forgiven, but the 
sword shall never depart from thy house.” But, outside the 
sacramental penance, the surest satisfaction for our sins is the 
patient endurance of our afflictions in a penitential spirit. And 
we can never escape the payment of this temporal punishment; 
for, were we, by murmuring and repining under our trials, to 
forfeit the graces and mercies they bring to us, we should only 
defer our debt to the future and more formidable penalties of 
Purgatory, where the soul is, indeed, saved, “yet so as by fire!” 

Thus by the faith of Christ we understand the significance and 
the providential blessedness of the trials of this life; and by His 
grace we can meet and endure them with tranquility and hope, 
and even, if we will, with joy. It is a just, a necessary and 4 
blessed law that the adorable and beneficient will of God should 
be conformed to in all things by His rational creatures and His 
adopted children. The Incarnate Son came to do the Father's 
holy and merciful will for our redemption, and declared that all 
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who conform to that will are “dear to Him as brother, sister and 
mother.” Renouncing all sin, therefore, and instant in prayer, let 
us, in all afflictions, resign ourselves to the dispositions of our 
Heavenly Father, and, with Christ, look up through our tears and 
say always with Him—‘Father, Thy will be done.” Thus shall 
we rise from our sorrows, as Jesus rose from His agony in 
Gethsemane, divinely strengthened and comforted. 





PALM SUNDAY 


CONFESSION OF SINS 


“And the multitude that went before and that followed cried, saying: 
Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord.’”—Matt., xxi, 9. 


The triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, the scene of His 
victory over sin and death, with the welcome given Him by the 
poor and humble of the people, points out to us the lesson and 
duty at this time of welcoming the Lord of Mercy to our souls in 
the Sacrament of Penance. Jesus, by His death on the Cross, 
won for us the pardon of our sins; and instituted in His Church 
the Sacrament of God’s pardon, as the first fruit of His atone- 
ment. Coming to His Apostles after His resurrection He said to 
them: “Peace be to you. Receive ye the Holy Ghost; whose sins 
you shall forgive, they are forgiven them.” 


These words clearly express the power conferred on His priest- 
hood to forgive sins in His name; and it was thus that the Church 
at all times understood her divine commission, as St. Paul tells 
us:—“To us is given the ministry of reconciliation.” 

The Sacrament of Penance assures the virtue of repentance 
by raising our penitential acts to the moral and supernatural value 
of Christ’s atoning merits, which are applied to our souls in this 
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sacrament. The requisite penitential acts by which we concur 
with the sacramental grace of pardon are, confession, contrition 
and satisfaction. These acts being verified, the priests’ absolution 
takes away our sins in the name and power of Christ our Saviour. 

The obligation of confessing our sins is implied in the grant 
of Christ to His priesthood of the power to forgive. The priest 
cannot rationally nor reverently exercise this holy power upon 
what has not been submitted to his judgment. The appointed 
Judge of Consciences, he must hear the cause or he cannot pro- 
nounce sentence. Naturally all reconciliation by way of pardon 
supposes the avowal of the fault. So just an action on the part 
of every sincere penitent was the subject of the earliest divine 
legislation, and the practice was still in vogue among the Hebrews 
in the days of John the Baptist. The teaching and practice of 
all Christian ages stand for confession. 

As in the use of the Sacraments there is question of the 
reverent treatment of the Precious Blood of Christ, from which 
they derive their grace, so in this sacrament it is required that our 
penitential acts be sincere. Confession should be sincere, that is, 
a full avowal of all our mortal sins in their nature and number. 
Sins differ in their nature according to the commandment or the 
virtue transgressed, and they increase in number—of course— 
by repetition. Hence, to be sincere, our confession should mention 
each different mortal sin in its precise nature, and must state, as 
far as possible, the exact number of times it was committed. To 
secure this complete confession a serious examination of con- 
science should be made, especially if confession is made at long 
intervals or annually only. Exactness is required as to the num- 
ber of times the mortal sin was committed. Hence, such careless 
expression as—‘‘Sometimes,” or “Often,” or “Frequently,” or 
“Several Times.” etc., will not do; and if that is the way anyone 
knowingly and deliberately and without a compelling cause, 


moral or physical, confesses his mortal sins, let him understand 


that such confessions are insincere. 
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To be sincere, our confession must be contrite. Contrition, 


perfect or imperfect, is a hearty sorrow for our sins as offenses 


against God, with a firm purpose to commit the sin no more. We 
should deplore and detest our mortal sins, as the greatest of all 
evils, by an interior, supernatural, universal and sovereign sor- 
row ;—by a complete reversion from the sins and conversion to 
God;—by a complete change of heart. “If the sinner will turin 
from his wickedness and do penance for his sin, saith the Lord, 
I will remember his iniquities no more. . . . Be converted to me 
in mourning and weeping,—rend your hearts and not your gar- 
ments.” Those who frequently confess, and yet have nothing to 
mention but their daily imperfections, should be careful to have 
contrition in their confessions, and should, therefore, mention 
some sin of the past life for which they entertain the requisite 
contrition. 

A further requirement of this Sacrament is the will to make 
satisfaction, that is, to do penance for our sins. The priest’s 
absolution does not abolish all the penalty due to us for our sins. 
When our mortal sins, contritely confessed, are forgiven, the 
eternal punishment that was due to us for them is taken away; 
but not the debt of temporal punishment. The Prophet, on the 
part of God, declared to the penitent David that his sin was for- 
given, but added: “The sword shall never depart from thy- 
house.” Hence, in this Sacrament a penance is imposed on us to 
admonish and aid us in the duty and work of reparation ;—a 
reparation which must be made either here or in the more intoler- 
able pains of Purgatory. 

On the sinner’s full and contrite confession, with his disposi- 
tion to make satisfaction, descends the priests’ absolution,—the 
pardon conveyed to him from the Son of God; an instantaneous 
and universal forgiveness, blotting out all his sins and restoring 
him to sanctifying grace, and reviving for him all the merit of 
past good works or patient sufferings done or endured when he 
was in the state of grace. For God has made a pact with His 
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friends whereby all their labor and afflictions shall be meritorioys 
of an eternal reward. 

Like annual communion, the yearly confession enjoined on us— 
for mortal sin especially—is by no means supposed or calculated, 
ordinarily, to suffice for the Christian life. The precepts of the 
Church are as by-laws made to enforce the Christian constity- 
tion or Gospel of Christ. But the Gospel of Christ demands of 
us to live and abide in the state of grace; and, therefore, amid 
the temptations of life we must make frequent use of this healing 
Sacrament in order to maintain the life of divine grace in our 
souls. Whoever, therefore, knowing his constant danger and his 
frequent falls, is satisfied with annual confession knows well that 
he is not observing the law of the Gospel ;—not mastering his 
passions ;—not living a truly practical Christian life, and not mak- 
ing a reasonable effort to save his soul. 


How mild and considerate are the divine conditions for our 


reconciliation with God! Secret confession to the Church—to the 
Holy Ghost in the Church; to the priest of Christ,—to a brother, 
to one tried in all things as ourselves, and who by his calling and 
knowledge is filled with sympathy. Being the appointed delegate 
of the Son of God, when we kneel before him in confession we 
are kneeling at the feet of our merciful Saviour Himself. And 
what a contrast is this to the future terrible revelation of unpar- 
doned sin that is to be made before the assembled world on that 
dread day when Christ shall appear in majesty to judge all men 
and pronounce upon the proud and impenitent the awful sentence 
of eternal damnation! 
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EASTER SUNDAY 


THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 


“He is risen. Behold the place where they laid him. But go and tell his 
disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee; there you shall see 
him, as he told you.”—Matt., xvi, 6-7. 


When the dead Body of Jesus was taken down from the Cross 
and placed in the sepulchre it was in the assured possession of 
His enemies—the public authorities of Jerusalem. It was walled 
up in the bosom of a rock; the great stone that closed the tomb 
was further legally secured by the public seal of the Sanhedrim, 
and the sepulchre was guarded by Roman soldiers whose lives 
depended on the integrity of that seal and the presence of the 
Body. These extraordinary precautions were taken because 
Jesus had said: “I will rise again on the third day;” and while 
no one believed Him, His enemies remembered, and they intended 
publicly to disprove His words by removing the seal and opening 
the tomb after the third day, when they purposed to exhibit 
His Body in a state of decomposition. 


But, notwithstanding the money paid by the authorities to 
induce the guards to lie concerning what occurred at the sepul- 
chre, Jesus Christ rose from the dead on the third day. His 
resurrection is a divine fact testified to by unimpeachable eye- 
witnesses; it is the foundation of all the preaching of the 
Apostles; their testimony is corroborated by their miracles and 
sealed by their virtuous lives and heroic deaths; and mankind 
believed it and by this belief rose suddenly from the universal 
night of paganism to the spiritual enlightenment, grace, moral 
life and dignity of the Christian world. 


The foundation of Christianity, both historical and doctrinal, 
is Jesus Christ risen from the dead,—Jesus Christ passing 
beyond the grave and returning to wrest from death its victory 
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and to pronounce the last divine word of immortality upon the 
destiny of man. All the Evangelists narrate the resurrection of 
Jesus as a fact demonstrated many times by His apparition to 
the Apostles both individually and collectively and to all the 
disciples during a period of forty days. And all these eye- 
witnessess were obstinately incredulous on this very point. None 
of them entertained the idea that the Master would, or could, 
rise from the dead. On the contrary, they shared the common 
belief of the time among the Jews that the true Christ was fated 
not to die. When, therefore, they saw Jesus crucified, dead and 
buried, all their hope in Him died and was buried with Him. 

Yet these are the men who a few days later came forth and 
boldly preached His resurrection to the Hebrew nation and the 
Gentile world. It is because they preached what they had seen. 
Though imprisoned, scourged and threatened with death, they 
could not be silenced. ‘‘We cannot but preach Him whom God 
raised up from the dead. The God of our fathers hath glorified 
His son Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied before the 
face of Pilate, and we are witnesses of His resurrection... . 
For, these things which God hath showed before by the mouth 
of all the Prophets have been fulfilled in Jesus Crist, that He 
should suffer and rise again, and that penance and the remission 
of sins should be preached in His name throughout the world. 
Repent therefore and be converted that your sins may be blotted 
out and you shall receive the Holy Ghost” (Acts, ii). 


The testimony of the Apostles was confirmed by the testimony 
of God in the countless and stupendous miracles which they 
wrought in the name of Jesus in the sight of all the people; and 
the immediate supernatural result was the conversion of many 
thousands of the Jews who had seen Jesus crucified, and many 
of the priests who had conspired in His death; so that a numerous 
Christian Church at once arose in Jerusalem, distinguished by the 
greatest sanctity and heroism. In those days a fiery zealot of 
false Judaism,—Saul of Tarsus, obtained authority to persecute 





SHORT SERMONS FOR THE SUNDAYS OF THE YEAR 441 


the infant Christian Church and went about dragging the Chris- 
tians to prison and to death. And while on this mission at the 
head of a cavalcade on the road to Damascus, the risen Christ 
appeared to Him in majesty and flung him from his horse into 
the dust. And it is this great Hebrew convert—St. Paul, who 
writes: “I make known the Gospel of Salvation,—that Christ 
died for our sins and rose again for our sanctification the third 
day. And that He was seen by Peter, and after by the eleven; 
then was He seen by more than five hundred brethren at once, 
of whom many remain at this day. After that He was seen 
by James, and then by all the Apostles. And last of all He was 
seen by me. . . . And this I declare, that, if Christ be not risen 
from the dead, there is no resurrection of any man, but death 
eternal is the doom of all mankind, and our preaching is vain, 
and your faith is vain, and you are yet in your sins.” The dead 
Body of Jesus in the tomb, though separated from the soul, was 
substantially united to the Eternal Word, and could not corrupt; 
and, as He had foretold, on the third day in the early morning 
dawn, Jesus, by His own almighty power, took up again His 
human life, and endowing His reanimated Body with the qual- 
ities of immortality, came forth from the sepulchre without 
touching the seal or stone, and departed unperceived, leaving His 
enemies to guard an empty grave. An hour later, as the sun 
appeared above the horizon, the angel of the Lord descended in 
splendor from heaven! struck away the useless tomb-stone, and 
sat waiting the holy women—the friends of the Crucified One. 
Divine author and model of human salvation, Jesus points us 
the way to present blessedness and future eternal happiness. As 
head of redeemed humanity He said: “Ought not Christ to suf- 
fer these things and so enter into His Glory.” It is the first 
lesson of our moral life ;—self-restraint and self-abasement be- 
fore God are for us, sinners, the condition of our restoration to 
the divine sonship; and nothing could be more gracious and lov- 
ing in its condescension than the example of the Incarnate Son 
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of God submitting to the shame and sorrows of the Cross and 
rising therefrom to eternal glory to give us the inspiration and 
grace to restrain our passions and to endure our trials, and by 
Sacramental Union with Him, to live in the assured and blessed 
hope of our final and endless glorification. 





A COURSE OF SKETCHES FOR SERMONS 


THE CHRISTIAN VIRTUES 
BY THE REV. NEWTON THOMPSON, D.D. 


XXXV. THE CONSEQUENCES OF PRIDE 


1—In the course of history, 
A—lIt caused the angels to rebel against God. 
B—lIt caused our first parents to defy God’s command. 
C—It has provoked numerous wars. It has debased 
genius by folly and crime. 
2—It begets 
A—Anger, for a proud man cannot tolerate a rebuke. 
B—Lying, to escape the humiliation of the truth. 
C—Theft, when appearances or self-indulgence cannot be 
sustained by honest means. 
D—Hard-heartedness, because the proud are interested 
only in themselves. 
E—The loss of prayerfulness, for self-sufficient pride 
does not recognize man’s dependence on God. 
F—Loss of faith, since it will not accept truths beyond its 
natural ken. 
3.—The symptoms of incipient pride. 
A—Resentfulness when corrected. 
B—Habit of comparing ourselves favorably with others. 
C—Desire to hear ourselves praised; even undeservedly. 
D—Obstinacy in maintaining our own opinions. 
E—Presumption is passing judgment on questions of 
which we are ignorant. 
F—Chagrin in acknowledging our ignorance of any sub- 
ject. 
4.—The remedy. 


A—A comprehensive self-examination, revealing 
1.—The limitations of our knowledge. 
443 
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2.—The weaknesses of our character. 
B—Hence a humble recognition of the rights and attain- 
ments of others. 


XXXVI. THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF GREED 


1.—A man devoid of covetousness, 


A—His mind cherishes noble thoughts. 
B—His brow is smooth with contentment. 
C—He hearkens to the cry of the poor. 
D—His speech is kindly. 
E—His lips smile with joy at the success of others. 
F—His heart expands with charitable judgment of others. 
G—His hands open generously to help those less for- 
tunate. 
2.—Let us imagine a slow poison that 

A—Gradually destroys the vision, except for one color. 
B—NMarks the forehead with premature wrinkles. 
C—Makes one deaf, save for one particular sound. 
D—Raises ulcers on the tongue. 

' E—Causes the corners of the mouth to droop hideously. 
F—Contracts the heart. 
G—Produces a spasmodic clutching of the hands. 


3.—Such is the transforming power of greed, for 

A—The mind cherishes no object but gain. 

B—The anxious pursuit of wealth destroys contentment. 

C—Selfishness makes us deaf to the needs of others and 
thoughtful only for ourselves. 

D—Our speech becomes ugly because our heart is un- 
generous. 

E—Jealousy replaces joy at the success of others. 

F—We judge others by our own mean standard. 

G—We develop a diseased pursuit of wealth. 


4.—At the first signs of this disease, let us apply the antidote of 
charity in thoughts, in speech, and in deeds. 
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XXXVII. LustruL THoucHTs 
;—A cause. Every deliberate word or act proceeds from a de- 
deliberate thought. Every sinful word or act 
proceeds from a deliberate sinful desire and inten- 
tion. V. g., angry words, lying, stealing, murder. 
A—tThe intention itself is a sin and makes the word or 
act sinful. 
B—This is true of deliberate lustful thoughts and desires. 
2—A comparison. Our mind is like a room with an open win- 
dow. 
A—Ugly insects may enter and even persistently claim 
our unwilling attention. 
B—It may be impossible promptly to rid ourselves of 
their presence. 


3.—A distinction. 
A—If by our conversation, our reading, etc., we invite 


such thoughts; if we welcome their presence and 
gladly cherish them; if we do not employ prudent 
means to drive them out, we become responsible 
for them. 

B—If, however, we do not freely entertain them; if we 
wish them gone, if we try to rid ourselves of them, 
we are free from blame. 

4.—A consolation. Even great saints have been grievously mo- 
lested by unchaste thoughts; but their valiant re- 
sistance prevented the thoughts from becoming 
anything more than a temptation. 

5.—Four remedies. 

A—At once occupy the mind with holy or at least inno- 
cent thoughts; these will replace the others. 

B—By prudent mortification, become master of your 
bodily appetites. 

C—Cultivate the habit of recalling the presence of God. 

D—Have recourse to prayer promptly, especially in the 





THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


presence of a crucifix or other object of devotion, 
You need the strength of God’s grace. 


XXXVIII. THe WEAKNEss OF ANGER 
1.—Physical endurance enables a man to survive a great strain. 
V. g., arctic explorers, prize fighters, marathon 
racers, football players. 

A—This strength is acquired by progressively heavier 
exercise. 

2.—Mental endurance enables a man to continuously apply his 
mind to difficult intellectual problems, v. g., in di- 
recting big business, in directing a battle, in con- 
ducting scientific research. 

A—This power of mind results from years of mental 
training that began with simple exercises of the 
school-room. 

3.—Moral endurance is the power of self-control in the face of 
great and persistent provocation. Cf. the sturdi- 
ness of a mighty tree despite tempestuous winds. 

A—We begin our training in self-control by resisting 
small provocations. 

4.—This majesty of calmness is characterized by 

A—Preliminary assurance that one’s purpose is right and 
just. 

B—A firmness of conviction not easily changed. 

C—A self-mastery when others become excited. 

D—A dignified deliberateness in outward manner, speech, 
and action. 

5.—But the habit of anger is a weakness.* 
A—An angry man is careless of the justice of his purpose. 
_ His wrath is generally not in defence of right but 
in the service of his wounded pride. Like a soldier 


*The four following arguments may be well illustrated by the anger of 
Saul against David. 





A COURSE OF SKETCHES FOR SERMONS 447 


who takes up arms against his personal foes in- 
stead of fighting the enemies of his country. 

B—His convictions are fickle, not being founded on prin- 
ciple but on his feelings of the moment. Like a 
house built on sand. 

C—He is governed, not by his better judgment, but by the 
provoking words and deeds of others. Like a sail- 
boat without a rudder. 

D—His whole demeanor is excitable, ever liable to sudden 
explosion. Like ammunition in a burning build- 
ing. 

6—Hence, if we would develop strong characters, we must 
overcome the weakness of anger. 


XXXIX. THE Procress or ENvy 
1.—Envy is chagrin at sight of another’s good fortune or success. 
2.—We begin by wishing that we had a like good fortune. 
A—Then bitterness enters our heart because another sur- 
passes us. 
B—We become more discontented. 
C—We are ready to misrepresent and calumniate our 
rival. 
D—We become angry at his success. 
E—Failing to attain a like success, we may seek even by 
foul means to destroy our rival’s reputation. 
3.—What sins may be the cause of envy? 
A—Vanity, which makes us want to appear to advantage, 
to be praised. 
B—Avarice, which is not contented to see others making 
money faster than we ourselves. 
C—Selfishness, which is incapable of rejoicing over the 
prosperity of others. 
4.—The consequences of envy. 
A—The loss of friendship, of contentment, of all noble 
sentiments. 





THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


B—Certain sins: anger, calumny, deceit, theft, jealousy, 


XL. Wuat JEALousy Dip To A GREAT KING 
1.—Saul, before he became the victim of jealousy. 

A—He was generous-hearted. He loved David, his 
harpist, made him his armour-bearer, his champion 
against Goliath, and his commander-in-chief. 

B—Confided in his son Jonathan. 

C—Sought to know and to do the will of God. 

D—Had the friendship of God. 

E—Was successful in his undertakings. 

2.—Saul, the jealous king. 
A—He becomes a wrathful ingrate against his faithful 
general, David, because of David’s success, 
1.—He directs his servants to kill David. 
2.—He tries to kill David with his own hand. 
3.—He pursues David with an armed force. 

B—He threatens his own son, Jonathan, because of the 
latter’s love for David. 

C—He orders the slaughter of 85 priests because they 
had befriended David. 

D—He turns from God to consult a fortune-teller. 

E—He is abandoned by God and is defeated by the 
Philistines. 

F—He ends his life by suicide. 

3.—So, too, in our lives, jealousy may easily become a source of 
anger, ingratitude, injustice, hard-heartedness, it- 
religion, and despair. 


XLI. THE VALUE or TIME 


1.—The value which the world sets on it. 
A—lIn industries, workmen are expected to fill each hour 
with useful service. 
B—Improved methods are welcomed to produce more in 
a given time. 
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C—The ingenuity of science is invoked to save even a 
small amount of time, v. g., in transportation, tele- 
phone, etc. 

2,—Even minutes are precious at critical junctures. 

A—In the operating room of hospitals, a few minutes’ 
delay may mean the death of a patient. 

B—In the fire department, even a slight delay may entail 
vast losses. 

C—lIn warfare, the timely arrival of reinforcements may 
insure victory. 

3,—In the spiritual life, time is valuable. 
A—Every hour offers opportunity to acquire eternal 

merit. 

1.—By not using it to offend God. 

2.—By filling it with good deeds, i. e., by the con- 
scientious performance of duty. 

3.—By consecrating it to God, offering to Him all 
we do: work, recreation, meals, sleep, etc. 

B—We can increase its merit value by perfecting our 
conformity to God’s will. 

C—No portion of time is to be considered useless in God’s 
sight. 

4—At critical junctures in the life of our soul, even minutes 
may decide our eternity. 

A—TIn times of temptation, delay may be fatal in fleeing 
from the occasion or in having recourse to prayer. 

B—lIn times of grace, we may lose merit by not following 
a good inspiration promptly. 

5—Our happiness in the next world will depend on our use of 
time in this. 
XLIT. Wastine Time. 
1—The parable of the talents. 

A—Consider the talents as time to be invested for 

eternity. 





450 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


2.—How we may waste time. 

A—By positively misusing it: spending it to offend God 
instead of in His service, v. g., meal time spent in 
gluttony, recreation time passed in sinful jn- 
dulgence, social time in slander, Mass time in 
drunkenness. | 

B—By simply neglecting prescribed duties, v. g., Easter 
Communion, Sunday Mass, working to support 
those dependent on us. 

C—By habits of procrastination and tardiness, thus not 
doing things at their proper times. 

D—By doing our work carelessly, thus failing to render 
the service justly expected of us. 

E—By not sanctifying our time with supernatural mo- 
tives. This entails a great loss of merit. 

3.—The irrevocable character of wasted time. 

A—Misspent hours we can not live over again. We may 
repent, but we can not recall, v. g., the suffering 
of others from our dishonesty, evil words, bad 
example. 

B—Days or years passed in sin are without merit. 

4.—Our death-bed will bring us 

A—Grief over having wasted the precious time of life 
1.—In idleness, 
2.—In selfish indulgence, 
3.—In sin. 

B-——Or joy over having employed our time 
1.—In application to duty, 
2,—In good deeds, 
3.—In faithfulness to God. 
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DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 
Way WE SHOULD Honor THe Mosr Sacrep HeEarr or Jesus 


“One of the soldiers opened His side with a spear: and immediately there 
came out blood and water.”—John, xix, 34. 


Our loving Redeemer permitted it to happen, that after His 
death His tender Heart should be pierced with a spear. The 
heart is the abode of love, and Jesus was not satished with giving 
us His Heart by dying for us: He desired that His Heart should 
be opened to us, that we should see the iast drop of His Heart's 
blood shed ior the salvation of mankind, so that our hardened 
hearts might be soitened and make a return tor so much love. 

Dear brethren! we have the loving Heart of Jesus continually 
with us in the Most Blessed Sacrament. Should it not be most 
reasonable and just to show this most Sacred Heart a special 
veneration? Yes, indeed, such veneration is most befitting. In 
order to give this veneration a proper expression, let us give some 
thought to the question, first, why, and, second, how we ought 
especially tc venerate the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

I, What are the reasons why we should vencrate the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus? There are two in particular, namely: 
first on account of its sanctity, and second, on account of its 
great love ior mankind. 

The Heart of Jesus is the Heart which God the Holy Ghost in 
a miraculous manner formed from the most pure blood of the 
Virgin Mary. It is that Heart which of all others is most pleas- 
ing to God the Father because it never stirred but to do His 
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adorable Will, The Heart of Jesus is, therefore, a heart after 


v 


the Divine Heart of God Himself. What could be more sacred 

than this Heart of Jesus? 
The heart of a prince, the heart of a great hero, the heart of 
a great saint—they are often preserved and encased in precious 
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metal, made a most honored gift to a city or a church, in expres. 
sion of our idea that the heart takes the most active part in every 
noble, virtuous action. But what are the hearts of princes, 
heroes, and saints compared to the Heart of Jesus who is the 
King of kings, the Lord of hosts, and the Prince of all saints, the 
Source, indeed, of all sanctity! 

Because Jesus is so holy and deserving of veneration, we hold 
the Name of Jesus, the Crib and the Cross of Jesus in highest 
honor. In fact, we honor everything that proceeds from, or 
refers to, the divine Passion of Jesus. Should then the Heart 
of Jesus not have a most special veneration? To honor the 
Heart of Jesus is honoring Jesus Himself. Our veneration in- 
cludes the whole person of Jesus, and His Heart is chosen as a 
special object of devotion because it is particularly significant 
of the person of Jesus. 

To the Heart of Jesus is due, however, not merely the venera- 
tion which is due to all holy persons and things, but the honor 
which belongs to God alone, namely, adoration. 

Let us consider the Heart of Jesus as the Church permits it to 
be represented in pictures. The Church allows the Heart of 
Jesus to be represented to us in order to recall to our minds the 
love of Jesus, which impelled and moved Him to suffer and die 
for the redemption of the human race, and to institute the 
Sacrament of His Body and Blood in commemoration of His 
Death. 

The heart is the seat of love. Hence, the divine law enjoins 
us above all things to love the Lord our God with our whole 
heart (Mark, xii, 30). Jesus Himself said to His disciples, 
“Greater love than this no man hath, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends” (John, xv, 13). And who ever showed a 
love like Jesus, who upon the Cross sacrificed His life and His 
Blood not only for the just, but also for the sinner, and who 
daily offers Himself in the sacrifice of the Holy Mass. Whence 
does this great love of Jesus spring? It has its abode in His 
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Most Sacred Heart. His favorite disciple, John, at the last 
supper was allowed to rest upon this heart. His kind Heart 
made Jesus take the little children to His arms, console the 
weeping mothers, feed the hungry. It was silent under blas- 


phemy, mercifully forgave the greatest sinners and implored His 
Father’s forgiveness for His murderers. Can there be greater 
love than this? ‘True it is, then, that the most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus is the most loving of all hearts. The Cross, upon which 


He was to die, was cherished during His whole life in His 
Heart. The thorns with which He was crowned, wounded His 
Heart far more than they did His Head. And His side had to be 
pierced in order that, as St. Bernard says, the entrance to His 
Heart might be opened to us, so that we might securely dwell 
therein, free from all worldly interest and vexation. 


Now we understand, dear brethren, why the Heart of Jesus 
is the most sacred and most loving Heart. 


We are convinced, I hope, that to this most sacred and most 
loving Heart belongs an especial veneration and devotion. Let 
us now inquire how and in what manner this most venerable 
Heart may be especially and befittingly venerated. 


Il. “For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speak- 
eth” (Matt., xii, 34). Let us apply these words of the Lord to 
Jesus Himself, in order to convince ourselves from His words 
of the kindness of His Heart. 


Because the Heart of Jesus was filled with great love He 
wishes us to venerate this Sacred Heart particularly by availing 
ourselves of its mercifulness. He invites us ‘(Come to me, all 
you that labor, and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.” In 
these words Jesus demands that we come to Him in every diffi- 
culty, in order to seek assistance from His most loving Heart. 
“Take up my yoke upon you,” He continues, “and learn of me, 
because I am meek and humble of heart; and you shall find rest 
to your souls” (Matt., xi, 28). 
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Jesus thus exhorts us to follow after Him and to imitate the 
chief virtues of His Most Sacred Heart, meekness and humility, 

The Heart of Jesus is more solicitous for us and for our wel- 
fare than a mother’s heart could ever be for her children. 

“Jesus rising again from the dead, dieth now no more” 
(Rom., vi, 9). He dwells for evermore in Heaven in order to 
make intercession for us (Heb., vii, 25), and upon earth He 
remains in the Most Holy Sacrament so as to be at all times near 
us, to listen to our petitions and to grant us graces in abundance, 

As Jesus is living, so is His Heart, and, consequently, we have 
with us here in the Tabernacle that living Heart which granted 
such wonderful favors in the thirty-three years of His earthly 
life. There is no greater Sanctuary in the whole world than the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, which lives here in our churches, 
in order to love us, to bless us and to come to our assistance, 
Where could we better take refuge in confidence in all necessities 
than in the Heart of Jesus there in the Sacrament. ‘Come to me, 
all you that labor, and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.” 
But the kind Jesus adds: “Take up my yoke upon you, and learn 
of Me, because I am meek and humble of Heart, and you shall 
find rest to your souls.” 

The world in which we live is a vale of tears. It is a world 
full of temptation and it would be vain for one to desire to live 
in this world without vexation. Since the world then gives us no 
peace we should strive for the inner peace, for calmness of soul, 
the peace that makes us resigned to all trials, and fortifies us with 
confidence in God. 

And where are we to find this peace of heart and soul? We 
find it in the Heart of Jesus. There, according to His own 
promises, we shall find peace, after we have learned of Him to be 
meek and humble. In humility Jesus endured to be blasphemed, 
in meekness He suffered slander. In humility He suffered 
hunger and thirst, torture and the agony of death, in meekness He 
allowed Himself to be scourged, crowned with thorns, and put to 
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an ignominious death. Verily, in Jesus we have a perfect example 
how me may preserve our peace of soul in every adversity. If 
our hearts were meek and humble, like the Heart of Jesus, then 
we should bear with a cheerful mind every hardship that con- 
fronts us, as a gift from the hand of God, who knows what is for 
our best. . 

Let us then fervently honor the Heart of Jesus, a Heart in 
itself the Most Sacred, and the most loving towards us, and 
venerate it by seeking its help in all our wants, with firm con- 
fidence, imitating at all times its especial virtues of meekness and 
humility, and we shall find that interior peace, the consolation and 
the refreshment which the Sacred Heart so freely offers to all. 
Amen. 











CONFERENCES FOR THE HOLY NAME SOCIETy 


BY THE REV. THOMAS M. SCHWERTNER, O.P. 


V. THe Hoty NAME 1Nn History 


Dear Brethren :—There have been in every century a few men, 
who, rising above the common level of humanity, have succeeded 
in writing their names boldly across the pages of history. By 
sheer force of character, or mayhap through ambition or native 
ability, they have wrought mightily in one direction or another. 
There have been in all ages conquerors who by the winsomeness 
of their characters and the mighty promise of empire which they 
held out have succeeded in drawing to themselves armies which 
have swept like a torrent through the world, carrying all before 
them. There have been in every century great social reformers 
who, growing restive under the social inequalities of their fellows, 
have tried to wrest privileges of all kinds from the hands of 
those who held them most tightly. There have been great re- 
ligious leaders who, seeing the moral decay everywhere eating 
like a cancer into the vitals of humanity, have sought to lead the 
people out of the valleys of ignorance and the gutters of degrada- 
tion up to the high tablelands of righteousness. Every nation, 
every age, has its own heroes whose example inspires to noble 
thoughts and noble deeds. But as we look upon them as they 
stand forth upon the stage of history, our hearts are pained to 
realize that, sooner or later, the lustre of their names will fade 
and the laurel wreaths upon their brows will shrivel. There 
is no such thing as immortality among men. Even heroes survive 
their death for only a short space of time. Gradually their names 
become mere memories. With them die their works. And if 
history takes us by the hand and leads us to her Hall of Fame, 
it is only to show us the ruins of what once promised to be works 
per-enduring. 

But there is a Man whose name after thousand years still lives, 
the example of whose life still inspires the human heart. During 
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the three and thirty years of His earthly life His name became 
sufficiently familiar throughout the Jewries of Palestine. For 
years the children of Israel had been expecting the coming of a 
Messias and had been searching the Scriptures in season and out 
of season for the signs that should mark His advent. It is true, 
no doubt, that during the long years during which the Romans 
ruled over the Jews the original idea of a spiritual Messias was 
changed into that of a mere temporal leader who would help His 
people to throw off the yoke of the hated Gentile. Since Judaism 
was a theocracy in which Jehovah ruled, every question was 
looked upon at bottom from a religious standpoint. Now, then, 
when this Man from Nazareth preached a New Law; when He 
expounded the Scriptures in all their meaning; when He brushed 
away like a cobweb the fanciful interpretations of the Inspired 
Word as elaborated in the class rooms of Jewish doctors and Tal- 
mudists; when He taught as one having authority, one who has 
backed up His preaching by miracles which He wrought in His 
own name; when He showed Himself ready to seal the divinity 
of His teaching by the most unjust and infamous kind of death; 
when He laid deep and solid the foundations of a religious struc- 
ture that was to endure until the end of time—this Man made 
certain once for all that His name would be a power in every cor- 
ner of the world until it should cease to be. By His works, by 
His teachings, by the ineffable beauty of His life, the Nazarene 
won the love of the ages. And from that day until our own, and 
from our own day until the final breaking-up of the world, there 
will be loyal hearts that will hold the name of Jesus Christ in 
deepest love and veneration. And at the same time there will be 
His enemies who, now and hereafter, like the enemies of His own 
time, will shout all manner of vain things about Him and His 
work when they hear His name pronounced. 


When our Blessed Saviour sent His Apostles out into the world 
to sow broadcast the seeds of Divine Truth, He bade them not 
only preach His doctrine, but to preach it in His name. He 
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assured them that through the power and the might of that Name 
they would be able not only to conquer stubborn hearts, but to 
drive out devils and cure all manner of diseases—nay, even to 
bring back the dead to life. And in the first pages of the 
Church’s history, which we call the Acts of the Apostles, we see 
how St. Peter and his companions performed the most stupendous 
acts in virtue of the Name of Jesus. At the very gates of the 
Temple, whence He was once ejected, the Christ through the 
instrumentality of Peter cured a man who had been lame from 
his birth. Wherever the arguments of Christianity, the com- 
pelling beauty of Christ’s life, the puissant appeal of the Christian 
manner of living remained inefficacious, the power of the holy 
Name brought men to their knees. [rom the Acts of the 
Apostles we learn that at Antioch, where the Gospel seeds took 
root, in the very teeth of Jewish and Roman opposition, the fol- 


lowers of the Nazarene were designated as Christians, or in other 


words, as followers of Jesus Christ. And from that day until 
our own there has been no prouder boast for any man than that 
of St. Pacianus, who says: “the name Christian is my name; 


the name Catholic is my cognomen.,”’ 

Because the Apostles and disciples preached Christ and Him 
crucified ; because the New Vestameni is filled not only with the 
story of Christ’s life but with the frequent mention of His 
Name, countless thousands have been glad to throw in their lot 
with Him. Realizing all that the adorable Name stands for, they 
measured not the costs entailed by a profession of the Christian 
faith. When the Church was still young, and beset on all sides 
by powerful oj eae , it was the unction of the holy Name of 
Jesus that fortif “ martyrs in their agony. It was the sweet 
odor of Christ’s cae which filled the deserts with holy men and 
women, who, leaving all the co: nee and pleasures of civilized 
life, saw in the imitation of Christ their only genuine happiness. 
Every true Christian home that was ever built was built upon 


reverence for Christ and His holy Name. Every sacrifice of self, 








































every act of generosity or magnanimity in the Christian dispensa- 
tion has been a direct response to the teaching of Him whose 
name is holy. Just as every Christian who is worthy of the name 
has tried to live out the Master’s teaching in his lifetime and thus 
show forth the power of the holy Name, so every dying athlete 
of the faith has found courage for the final onslaught in the power 
of this Name. | 


Early in the history of the Church heresy lifted its ugly head, 
either to screech forth denunciations of the true faith, or else at- 
tempting to change the divine teachings of the Master. Puffed up 
with pride, eaten up with vain glory, goaded on by ambition, here- 
tics from the beginning have tried to take away from the infinite 
beauty of our Blessed Lord. ‘They have tried either to make the 
road more steep than the Master Himself made it, or else 
to persuade us that we can reach our eternal home by another 
way than the Royal Way of the Cross. In every age, even in 
our own, there are men who would give us another Christ than 
our Christ. They have sought to preach another Jesus than He 
who walked the hill country of Palestine, curing all manner of 
ills and preaching the Gospel of salvation. They have tried to 
take away the real meaning of that Gospel; they have tried to 
make us believe that it is old and antiquated; they have told us 
that the simple teaching of the Master is out of accord with the 
discoveries of modern science. But just because Christ lives in 
His Church, and just because the entire body is dominated by the 
Holy Spirit, every attempt to mutilaté the authentic picture of the 
Master has been frustrated. Just because we know that the Name 
of Jesus stands for the Incarnate God, and because we believe 
the words of the Prophet Isaias—that our Christ is “the Father 
of the time to come’’—we believe in His Name and hold it in 
deepest reverence. If the Christ by the might of His Name was 
able to draw a vast legion of followers from the ranks of the old 
Roman pagans and Jews; if by the sweetness of that Name He 
was able to make thousands throw away their lives as a worn 
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garment in witness of His doctrine; if by the appeal of that Name 
He was able to people the deserts and monasteries of the then 
known world with self-sacrificing men and women; if by the 
sweet odor of that Name He was able to fill the lives of genera- 
tion after generation of Christians with holy striving—then we 
may be sure that the same holy Name will prove in our own time 
not only the leaven of society but the well-spring of joy and 
peace. 


We are confronted today by two great evils which threaten 
to work untold harm in the world. First of all, there is a 
materialistic atmosphere abroad which subtly poisons men’s minds 
against supernatural truths. Those who have long breathed it 
would express everything in human terms, and would therefore 
oust Christ from His own creation. They not only essay to 
explain away miracles, but they will not hear any teaching that 
bids us regard any other than this world as our true home. They 
seek to make us live entirely in the present, forgetful that we 
are but travelers. They would substitute fraternalism, or the 
“brotherhood of man,” for that bond of Christian solidarity 
which comes from Christ’s teaching regarding the mystical body 
of the Church of which He is the head. 

In the second place, we are confronted by a spirit of indif- 
ferentism—a spirit which would make Christ the common in- 
heritance of all religious sects, however opposed to one another. 
It would drive Him from the house which He Himself builded 
and in which He has promised to live until the end of time, 
in order to make Him a boarder and partner in every religious 
home. It would deprive Christ of that spiritual kingdom which 
He founded, and for which He died, and make Him an exile 
in this world. Extolling broad-mindedness, it levels those walls 
which our Blessed Saviour Himself erected. And in a more 
restricted sense, there is noticeable a spirit of indifference even 
amongst Catholics themselves. Too many of them, bitten by the 
spirit of the world, find the precise moral injunctions of the 
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Christian law out of joint with the time. Such Catholics seek to 
belittle the binding force of the moral law. They whittle down 
the Gospel injunctions. They criticize as old-fashioned and 
worn-out those very laws upon which generations of saints 
formed themselves into real heroes of sanctity. 

Because Holy Name men have by their profession in the So- 
ciety told our Blessed Saviour that He is good enough for them, 
because they believe that since God is eternal He is therefore un- 
changeable, and that since His law is true it must remain true 
until the end of time, they have a mission, noble and inspiriting, 
to perform in the world to-day. They have sworn fealty to His 
holy Name, and they have engaged themselves to fight not only 
in its defense but also in defense of the religion to which Christ 
gave His Name. They will be the last men in the world to suc- 
umb to the rampant materialism that is destroying so many souls. 
They will ever keep in mind that we cannot serve two masters— 
that we must be unfaithful to one of them. And since the Christ 
has subjugated the ages by His teaching and the example of His 
life, so, too, now He will be able to enlist the services of all 
loyal hearts. His Name will become a name which we love, a 
name which we hold in reverence, which will be our support dur- 
ing life and a presage of better things in the world to come, when 
we are standing face to face with death. 
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CONFERENCES FOR YOUNG MEN 


THE SOLDIER OF JESUS CHRIST 
BY THE REV. H. C. HENGELL 


V. THE FRuits oF THE Hoty GHost (CONTINUED) 


In the preceding conference our soldier began to meditate on 
the twelve fruits of the Holy Ghost which the inspired sacred 
writer enumerates as follows in his letter to the Galatians (v, 22- 
23) :—“Charity, joy, peace, patience, benignity, goodness, lon- 
ganimity, mildness, faith, modesty, continency, charity.” By 
reflection on the first three of these, our soldier must have con- 
vinced himself that the inspired terms are pregnant with deep 
meaning. 

Just as the three first fruits of the Holy Ghost enumerated by 
St. Paul bear more especially upon the soul’s relation to God, so 
the next sin, which are to be considered in this conference, are 
fruits that grace and adorn the Soldier of Jesus Christ in his 
relations to his fellow soldiers. This will be seen at once in the 
consideration of the spiritual fruit of 

Patience. In the Fourth Book of Kings (Chapter xx) we read 
of the good king, Ezechias, who when sick unto death turned his 
face to the wall and prayed truthfully as follows: “I beseech 
thee, Lord, remember how I have walked before thee in truth and 
with a perfect heart and have done that which is pleasing before 
thee.” (Verse 3). Few men would dare to offer such a prayer, 
but evidently Ezechias was justified in doing so, for the Lord 
heard him by adding fifteen years to his days. Ezechias cor- 
tinued to live his perfect life, but one day the Prophet Isaias came 
to him and said: “Hear the word of the Lord. Behold the days 
shall come, that all that is in thy house, and that thy fathers 
have laid up in store unto this day shall be carried into Babylon; 
nothing shall be left, saith the Lord. And of thy sons also, tht 
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shall issue from thee, whom thou shalt beget, they shall take 
away, and they shall be eunuchs (slaves) in the palace of the 
king of Babylon.” 

But Ezechias far from bemoaning this visitation as undeserved 
exhibited the wonderful fruit of spiritual patience by his resigned 
answer (Verse 19) “The word of the Lord which thou hast 
spoken, is good.” 

Who has not heard of the wonderful patience of Job? His 
patience, recorded so brilliantly in the Book of Job, has become a 
byword (“The patience of Job’’) in the literature of every Chris- 
tian nation. Simple, upright, fearing God and avoiding evil, Job, 
his riches swept away, his seven sons and three daughters killed 
outright, fell down upon the ground and worshipped God, saying: 
“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; as it has pleased 
the Lord so is it done: blessed be the name of the Lord” (Job, i, 
21). And the sacred writer continues, “In all these things Job 
sinned not by his lips, nor spoke he any foolish thing against God.” 
What a contrast is the heroic patience of Job to the unmanly im- 
patience of the average man nowadays who complains and even 
curses upon the most trivial provocation! Not so the true soldier 
of Jesus Christ who bears the fruit of patience. 

The patient soldier of Jesus Christ bears cheerfully with the 
failings and ways of others. His policy is to give and to take, 
to live and let live. He doesn’t continually carry a chip on his 
shoulders. He doesn’t look for trouble. The man who looks for 
trouble usually gets it. 

The patient man doesn’t get cross and resentful. He knows 
that every life has its trials, and he is resigned to his own trials. 
He doesn’t worry. He doesn’t try to cross a bridge before he gets 
there. He doesn’t “bid the devil good morning until he meets 
him.” Consequently he is never sad or depressed. Unlike the 
stoic, however, he is really glad, glad that he is in the hands of 
God. He not only preserves outward calm in misfortune, he not 
only dispels feelings of sorrow, pain, and resentment even as 
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the stoic, but, like the Apostles, he even rejoices that he js 
accounted worthy to suffer in the Name of Jesus. Such is the 
fruit of patience growing on supernatural soil and watered by 
prayer and the Sacraments. 


Benignity. This word comes from the Latin language. Its 
Anglo-Saxon equivalent is kindness. Christian kindness, as dis- 
tinguished from mere worldly philanthropy, is a mark of a fruit 
of real holiness of soul. Those who are familiar with the life 
of St. Francis of Sales know that he was a splendid preacher, 
but that he gained even more souls by his gentlemanly kindness 
than by his effective-sermons. To be gentle in speech and con- 
duct, to be sympathetic even with the weaknesses and disagree- 
able traits of others, to be sweet-tempered and kindly-disposed 
under all conditions and circumstances, is to exhibit one of the 
bravest fruits or traits of the brave Soldier of Jesus Christ, 
namely, benignity. 

Goodness. Goodness blends so well with Benignity that it is 
hard to distinguish between them. We all understand, however, 
what is meant by the term “a good mother.” She sacrifices her 
ease and comfort at any time for her children. So, too, the 
soldier of Jesus Christ. He is always ready to serve God and 
his fellow men. He is willing to oblige others even when it 
is quite incovenient to himself to do so. He carefully avoids 
anything that might give pain or injury to others. Like St 
Paul he becomes “all things to all men.” He is ready to 
acknowledge everyone’s claim upon his time and energy. “To 
the Greeks and the Barbarians, to the wise and to the unwise, ! 
am a debtor.” It is indeed easy to say all this but hard to 
carry it out in practice always and everywhere. The soldier who 
does so well merits the Christian Cross of Honor. 

Longanimity. Longanimity is an unusual word in English. 
It is taken over almost bodily from the Latin “longanimitas” of 
the Latin Vulgate, the official Bible of the Catholic Church. It 
is the disposition to love to suffer and to serve with perseverance 
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despite all opposition and discouragement from within and with- 
out. To remain calm and serene in the face of protracted mis- 
fortune, never to grow weary in doing good, to be indifferent to 
poor success and to ungratefulness after one has done one’s best, 
is to manifest one of the most amazing fruits of the Holy Ghost 
flourishing in the Soldier of Jesus Christ. Worldly-minded 
persons can form no conceptions of it and much less appreciate 
it. Longanimity is as difficult as the word is rare. Perhaps that 
is why the word is rare. 

Mildness. The Book of Proverbs (xv, 1) says well: “A 
mild answer breaketh wrath.” The proverb indicates that mild- 
ness is the antidote to wrath or anger. Like benignity it shows 
itself by gentleness and forebearance, but it has the peculiarly 
striking effect of making friends even of foes. It softens our 
hearts toward them and softens their hearts toward us. Oh 
would that the leaders of governments were truly mild! Would 
that they could use the beautiful language of mildness as se- 
duously as Pope Benedict XV. used it in his recent appeals to 
them for peace! Think of the great deeds of Moses. The Bible 
says of him parenthetically (Numbers, xii, 3): “For Moses was 
a man exceeding meek above all men that dwelt upon earth.” 
David could pray: “O Lord, remember David, and all his meek- 
ness” (Ps., cxxxi, 1). Would that men more truly studied and 
exemplified mildness or meekness. They would then experience 
true happiness in peace and prosperity both here and hereafter. 
Indeed, “Blessed are the meek for they shall possess the land” 
(Matt. 64.) 

Faith, We are not treating here of the divine virtue of 
Faith, but of the spiritual fruit of faith as exhibited in the Chris- 
tian soldier’s relations with his fellow-men. We all admire men 
who are simple in their ways, open and frank. in their speech 
and manner, and true to their promises and engagements. It 
is a great compliment to say of a man that his word is as good 
as his bond, but it is perhaps as great a compliment to ourselves 
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if we can actually deal with him on that assumption. Of course 
it is not prudent to leave the details of a business contract to the 
failing memory of men or to the chance of their living to carry 
out the obligations which they assume. It is no reflection on any 
one’s honor to expect him to reduce the details of a business 
contract to writing in a form that will be legally binding upon his 
estate in case he dies. It is however, blighting to the fruit of 
faith in our fellow-men to treat them habitually as if they were 
dishonest and deceitful. Men of experience believe in their 
fellow-men. They know that most men are honest. The cynic 
who questions everybody’s honesty has little honesty of his own. 

Catholics should be very slow indeed to question the good 
faith of non-Catholics who are merely ignorant and misinformed 
regarding the religious beliefs of their Catholic neighbors. They 
are rarely malicious. They should be corrected in a spirit of 
mildness, more by example than by words. If the president and 
the governor do not appoint many Catholics to office, we should 
be slow indeed to ascribe their failure to religious prejudice. 
The Catholics who denounce them most for it and who are 
seeking office for themselves, are not as a rule the type of 
Catholics of which the Church can feel proud. No president 
can keep a good man down simply because he is a Catholic. Let 
us, therefore, have human faith in both. 

It would be great ignominy to regard a treaty or agreement 
as “a mere scrap of paper,” but it would be more infamy to 


ascribe such a sentiment to any man or government without | 


evidence most convincing. After all, if the world is to enjoy 
peace among nations, men and governments must cultivate the 
fruit of faith in one another. The world has suffered enough 
from the suspicion and distrust which bred the greatest war in 
history. 

The Soldier of Jesus Christ will give special attention to the 
fruit of faith planted by the Holy Ghost himself in the garden 
of his soul. 




















CONFERENCES FOR MARRIED WOMEN 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 


XXIX. VIGILANCE 


A good mother will never permit herself to be anything but a 
watchful mother. Your sons and daughters must be observed so 
closely and watched so carefully that they come to realize they can 
do or say anything without you becoming aware of it. If your chil- 
dren fully understand this wholesome lesson that they can do or say 
nothing without you knowing it both you and your children will be 
saved numberless troubles and sorrows. 

No sooner will a child feel that it can do or say things behind 
mother’s back than things will be said or done that might far better 
remain undone and unsaid. Watchfulness must never cease, for 
your control over your children is lost in exact proportion to your 
slackening of vigilance. 

When I was a little boy my father one day took a picture of me. 
I posed for it, standing near a mirror and at an angle to it. When 
finished, the picture, to our surprise, showed not only my own like- 
ness, but that of my father as reflected in the mirror. My father 
used this surprising result, this freak picture we might call it, to 
drive home a lesson for me. “My son,” said he, “just as you see 
here my own picture on your photograph, showing me as looking 
on you without you knowing it, so God is mirrored in your soul 
and sees you even though you may not be aware of it.” 

This lesson on watchfulness is so important that we shall con- 
sider it in two conferences. The first to deal with is the vigilance 
in the natural order, the second the one of the spiritual order. 

Eternal vigilance is the price of perfect child-training. 

You should, then, watch your children most carefully because the 
consequences of one careless moment may mean the sickness or 
even death of one whom you love more than your own life. 

Watch for every symptom that might indicate the approach of 
some fatal illness. A stitch in time saves nine. From your mothers 
you, no doubt, know what the symptoms of the various diseases 
most common in childhood are and you likewise ought to know 
what should be done at their first sign. A baby cannot tell you 
where it suffers, nor describe to you the nature of its pain. All 
you know is that baby cries and is feverish or cold as the case may 
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be. However, all these signs you observe are indicative of some 
certain ailment that in course of a day or two may develop into 
measles, scarlet fever, diphtheria, croup or any other sickness com. 
mon to children in their infancy. If you are prudent enough to 
inquire what the symptoms of the various ailments are you may be 
able to prevent any of them from getting a strong hold upon your 
children. Of course, it is understood that you are to consult a good 
doctor as soon as you can, if you fear that anything serious might 
develop. Remember well, I said a “good” doctor. For a prudent 
and conscientious physician is one of God’s greatest blessings; 
while a quack is the best friend of the undertaker. 

As the child grows older it is but natural that your vigilance over 
it should increase. Vigilance, like charity, should never cease. To 
some extent your children can be of help to you, since, from 
the time they are able to speak, they can locate and explain the 
pains they may have. While it is true that children must go through 
a certain amount of ailments, we should not overlook the fact that 
many diseases can be avoided with proper care. There is practically 
no disease, however incurable it may appear, but can be checked or 
cured completely if recognized in time. Such are epilepsy, St. Vitus 
dance and other diseases to which children may be exposed. Even 
diseases that some call hereditary, like consumption, cancer and so 
on, can be cured in their first stages. 

If there be those in your own or your husband’s family who have 
weak lungs, a weak stomach or throat, the care you will exercise 
in protecting these organs in your children will be able to help them 
overcome the handicap of heredity so that they may grow up healthy 
and strong. However, if you are careless and neglect your children, 
when you know they are weak, it may easily happen that, what in 
others might pass off as a harmless cold, may in your children de- 
velop into pneumonia or consumption. Then people will say: “Yes, 
it is too bad, but you know consumption runs in the family.” 

Medicine has made wonderful strides within the last two genera- 
tions. We would be foolish were we to overlook the rules and reg- 
ulations which experience has demonstrated to be valuable in help- 
ing to check and practically abolish the scourges of diseases which 
formerly wiped out entire cities and even peoples. Call to mind how 
dreadfully yellow fever, smallpox, cholera and similar diseases de- 
vastated entire communities. Formerly, when diphtheria or scarlet 
fever broke out in a town or city, the people stood by helpless, 
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knowing there was no hope. Entire families were wiped out. 
Nowadays we can hardly think of such conditions having ever 
been possible. If a contagious sickness breaks out anywhere the 
application of rules and regulations of local health-boards are able 
to check them at the very start. However, I must add: provided 
the people live up to the laws governing prevention and quarantine. 


Make it a point to keep yourselves posted upon all the laws gov- 
ering prevention, checking and quarantine as they are enacted by 
our boards of health. In most States you can obtain bulletins on 
this subject for the mere asking. See that you get them and study 
them carefully. A little reading along these lines will be a great 
deal more profitable than a great deal of reading of cheap novels. 

There is not a good mother living but wants to do all in her power 
to safeguard and protect the life of her children. That is but a 
natural mother’s instinct. Whenever a mother fails in this duty it 
is not from lack of good will but from ignorance of facts. But, 
whether a mother fails to protect her children from lack of ma- 
ternal instinct or from pure ignorance, the loss‘is the same. If the 
child should die the loss can never be repaired. 

In connection with this is might be well to relate the experience 
of a certain physician. It will show how careful mothers must be, 
how in fact they can never be too careful, when itis a question of 
guarding the health of their children. 

This doctor was called to a home and found a case of diphtheria. 
Since it was the only case in the town he wanted to know how the 
sickness had gotten there. The home was well kept, neat and 
cleanly. The family had not been visiting in any other city where 
there might have been any danger of contagion. The doctor seemed 
unable to trace this case of contagion to its source, but remained 
watchful, so that, if possible, further spread of the disease might 
be prevented. The third day he came to the house he found the 
grandmother sorting rags for the weaver so they might have 
another rag carpet for one of the bedrooms. The old lady was 
quite enthusiastic over her work, like old ladies will be who 
cannot work very much but still want to do something. The doctor 
asked her where she got all the shirts and old clothes from which 
she was so eagerly making strips and ribbons. So she told him. 
The old clothing, shirts and so forth, had been sent her from her 
son in Oregon, whose boy had died of diphtheria. He had not 
known what to do with all this clothing. She had written him to 
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send it to her so that she could have a rag carpet made. Here then 
the doctor had traced the origin of the sickness. He ordered al] 
this clothing burnt at once, in spite of the fact that the old lady was 
displeased over her loss. He remained at the bonfire until every 
vestige of old clothing was burnt. Before the fire had died down he 
ordered all the rags in the house to be added to the flames so there 
was not a single thread left for another rag carpet. He even went 
so far that when the people had thought his vandalism satisfied he 
even asked them to rip up all their rag carpets and burn them, 
too. They were not so willing at first to consign all these to the 
flames, but after he had explained to them the dangers lurking in 
such rag carpets they gladly consented. The boy recovered in 
course of time and there were no more cases of the kind either 
at that home nor in the neighborhood. 

Contagious sickness, as in this case, may be carried innocently 
and unknowingly from place to place, from city to city, and, unless 
the doctor is painstaking and thorough, may be the cause of untold 
harm. 

This incident, then, should be taken to heart by each and every 
mother so that nothing similar may happen to any of your children. 
You can never be too careful with your children, never for a mo- 
ment relax your watchfulness over your children, for from an u- 
guarded moment harm may result that will lead to the loss of one 
of your dear ones. 

















SERMONS FOR THE CHILDREN’S MASS 


A COURSE OF INSTRUCTIONS IN CHRISTIAN 
DOCTRINE 


THE FIRST COMMANDMENT 


16. ReELics oF THE SAINTS. 


Everyone likes to have a keepsake of a departed friend or rela- 
tive, and things trivial in themselves often assume great value in our 
sight, and we treasure a lock of hair, a scrap of handwriting, or a 
picture almost as if it were sacred, renewing our sorrow for the 
dead as often as we look at it. Probably no one considers this wrong, 
and there is no reason then for finding fault with the Church for 
treating with respect the bones and other relics of the saints; in 
doing so she desires only to express her love and reverence for 
them, and to remind us of their good example. In honoring relics, 
we honor the saints themselves, and above all our Lord Jesus Christ, 
offering them our love, gratitude, prayers and invocations. We 
think of what they accomplished on earth, of their merits and labors, 
of their charity towards God and man, of their humility and pa- 
tience, in short, of the sanctity manifested by them here below, and 
we are impelled to do our utmost to live as they lived. This is the 
real meaning of the veneration of relics, and it is with this thought 
in our minds that we kneel down and pray before them. Let no 
one imagine that we are worshipping the relics; to kneel in prayer 
before them is quite different from kneeling in prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament ; in the former case we testify our respect, in the 
latter we offer genuine worship to God. Holy Church approves and 
sanctions the veneration of relics, since thus we enter into relations 
with the saints, and dispose them to help us; we secure for our- 
selves their love, protection and intercession, and call to mind their 
glorious example. In this way the veneration of holy relics may 
contribute to our salvation. For instance we see our Lady’s veil, a 
relic that we should value very highly, and as we look at it and 
venerate it, we ought to think of all her virtues, her purity, humility 
and charity, and the thought impels us to follow her example and 
to ask for her intercession, knowing that it is never in vain. 

Holy relics may be channels of grace. Our Saviour Himself used 
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outward tokens to convey His grace and power, for instance He 
cured the sick by a touch. The Church acts in the same way when 
she administers the sacraments; and relics and holy pictures may 
also be outward tokens and channels of Divine help and sanctifica- 
tion. It is within our Saviour’s power to employ them thus, and 
He has often chosen to attach His gifts and graces to particular. 
places, objects and pictures. Miraculous cures and conversions 
have been effected in certain churches by the touch of certain relics, 
etc. Yet we know that these churches and relics do not possess 
miraculous powers of themselves, but that God bestows His grace 
and effects cures at the intercession of the saints whose relics we 
honor. Let us therefore respect relics in the true spirit of faith, 
referring our veneration always to the saints themselves, and ren- 
dering ourselves worthy of their help by living, as they did, in holi- 
ness. Such veneration cannot fail to be beneficial to us. Amen. 





THE SECOND COMMANDMENT 


17. REVERENCE FOR GoD 


Although the Second Commandment is really comprised in the 
first, which bids us honor and worship God, the matter is of such 
supreme importance that a special commandment is laid upon us, 
requiring us to reverence His most Holy Name, and to keep our 
lawful oaths. God is praised when we boldly proclaim Him to be 
our salvation. We show our reverence when we attentively and de- 
voutly study the word of God, in which His will is made known to 
us, and strive by every means in our power to become better ac- 
quainted with it. We honor His Holy Name when we sing His 
praises and thank Him for everything, both in joy and in sorrow. 

In the Psalms David sang God’s praises in the way most pleasing 
to Him, with gladness of heart, and in the book of Job we have an 
instance of patience under affliction, since even in the depths of his 
misery Job never ceased praising God. 

We honor the name of the Lord when we call upon Him with 
confidence and beg Him either to deliver us from our troubles, or 
to give us strength and courage to bear them. God wishes us to do 
this, and says: “Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver 
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thee and thou shalt glorify me” (Ps., xlix, 15). Finally we honor 
God’s Name when we call Him to witness our statements. 

There are innumerable reasons why we should glorify God. If 
we consider the faculties that He has given us, the wise laws con- 
trolling the world, and the marvellous dispensations of His provi- 
sdence, we cannot help feeling admiration. The consciousness of 
being the highest of His creatures, destined for eternal life and 
enriched with countless graces and benefits, which procure us hap- 
piness in this life and lead on to everlasting bliss,—this conscious- 
ness must fill us with a sense of most profound gratitude. The 
frailty of human nature, our tendency to evil and our constant crav- 
ing to act in accordance with our carnal desires rather than God’s 
law, are enough, when we think of them, to make us very humble. 

The contemplation of all His wonderful works, His goodness to- 
ward man, the prophecies fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ 
and the miracles wrought by Him, should strengthen our faith. 
The thought of God’s infinite perfections and His fidelity to His 
promises must needs increase our hope that He will not refuse us 
the means of attaining our final end. 

God’s boundless love for man and the proofs of it, far beyond our 
comprehension though they may be, that He gives us, especially in 
the mystery of the Redemption and the Blessed Sacrament of the 
Altar, cannot fail to call forth in us a love of Him containing in 
itself sentiments of admiration, gratitude and veneration. 

The sense of our connection with and dependence upon God im- 
pels us to worship Him as the source of all goodness and power. 
You see that God wishes us to honor Him and His Holy Name, and 
that we have innumerable reasons for doing so. Let us therefore 
make it our delight to comply with His will and often utter His 
Name with reverence and strive in all that we do to give honor to the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 


18. BLASPHEMY 


The Second Commandment -forbids desecration of God’s Holy 
Name by uttering it irreverently, by mocking at religion, by blas- 
phemy, by sinful cursing and swearing, and by breaking oaths and 
vows. Many Christians do not hesitate to pronounce the name of 
God lightly, both in jest and in anger. People who do this forget 
that Moses says: “The Lord will not hold him guiltless that shall 
take the name of the Lord his God in vain” (Ex., xx, 7). The most 
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grievous desecration of God’s Holy Name and of sacred things is 
caused by blasphemy, 7. e., by contemptuous or abusive language 
regarding them. Blasphemy may be committed in thought as well 
as in word and action. King Manasses was guilty of this sin when 
he set up an idolatrous image in the temple of God (2 Paral., xxxiii, 
7); and King Antiochus ventured to enter the Holy Place and to 
handle and profane the holy vessels (2 Mach., v, 15,16). Julian the 
Apostate was mortally wounded by a spear-thrust during a battle in 
Phrygia, but he drew the weapon from the wound and hurled it to- 
ward Heaven, exclaiming: “Thou hast conquered, O Galilean,” 
this being his contemptuous name for Christ. On one occasion he 
met a Christian and asked him: “What is the Galilean carpenter’s 
son about?” The Christian answered: “He is hammering the 
planks for thy coffin.” 

Another emperor, Constantine Copronymus, who refused to pay 
any honor to Mary, once showed his courtiers a purse full of money, 
and asked them what they thought it was worth. They replied that 
it was probably worth a great deal. Then he took out the money 
and asked them the same question again. They said that now the 
purse was worth little or nothing. “You see,” he cried blasphe- 
mously, “how it is with Mary. As long as she carried Christ in her 
womb, she was worthy of all honor and esteem, but after His birth 
she was no better than any other woman.” 

Episodes of this kind have occurred in every age, and they are by 
no means rare now. A farmer, whose corn was being beaten down 
by a storm, cried: “Go on; in spite of all I shall eat wheat cakes.” 
A poor widow, who had not received some money that she expected, 
turned the Crucifix round, as it hung on the wall of her room, and 
said angrily: “As I got no assistance, I shall not pray to you any 
more.” A doctor, who was a notorious atheist, pulled down a 
Crucifix that hung above his patient’s bed, and flung it on the 
floor, saying: “That thing cannot cure you, it is my business to get 
you well.” We sometimes hear people declare that there is no God, 
that they are not going to trouble about Him, that He never works 
miracles now, etc., etc. Blasphemers have always tried to induce 
others to follow their example, but they have never met with much 
success. St. Ephraim once rebuked such an offender thus: “Dost 
thou dare to open thy lips against Almighty God, whom the angels 
behold with awe? To-morrow thou mayst stand before His judg- 
ment seat ; how then canst thou venture to-day to utter such words? 
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Art thou not afraid that fire will fall from heaven, or the earth 
open and swallow thee up?” 

In preaching at Antioch to people who recklessly dishonored God, 
St.John Chrysostom said: “Do you not know who God is and 
how He ought to be mentioned? If anyone abuses an honest man 
we tell him to wash his mouth before naming him; and yet you 
presume lightly and wickedly to speak of God, who is worthy of 
all reverence, and before whom both angels and devils tremble.” 
There are in Holy Scripture many explicit warnings against blas- 
phemy. We have seen that Moses said: “The Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that shall take the name of the Lord his God in 
vain.” Elsewhere we read: “The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 
‘Bring forth the blasphemer without the camp, and let them that 
heard him put their hands upon his head, and let all the people 
stone him. The man that curseth his God, shall bear his sin’” (Lev., 
xxiv, 13-15). Because David gave occasion to God’s enemies to 
blaspheme, the prophet Nathan was sent to foretell the death of his 
child (2 Kings, xii, 14). Our Divine Lord said: “Every sin and 
blasphemy shall be forgiven men, but the blasphemy of the Spirit 
shall not be forgiven” (Mat., xii, 31). Blasphemers are not spared 
either in the Old or in the New Testament. In the early Church 
they were expelled from the Christian community, and for seven 
successive Sundays had to stand outside the church during Divine 
worship and fast on bread and water for seven Fridays. Even the 
secular law punishes blasphemy. King Louis IX of France ordered 
blasphemers to be branded with a hot iron on both lips, and in some 
countries they are now condemned to imprisonment with hard labor. 

May God preserve us all from the fearful sin of blasphemy! Let 
us resolve never to insult Him and His saints by thought, word or 
deed, and never to ridicule holy things. Far be it from us ever to 
despise or curse Almighty God; there is no forgiveness for this 
awful sin, and God will not allow Himself to be mocked. Let us on 
the contrary say with all our heart: Hallowed be Thy name now 
and for evermore. Amen. 


19. CuRSEs 


The use of curses and bad language is a breach of the Second 
Commandment. As a rule men offend thus under the influence of 
violent anger, which causes physical disturbance and finds an out- 
let in abusive words and curses. Unless this evil tendency is stifled 
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at once, and unless men practice strict self-control, they will be 
liable to sudden outbursts of fury. The habit of giving way to bad 
language is one that every person, and especially every Christian, 
ought to do his best to overcome, since it is an insult to God; and 
whoever presumes to give vent to his anger in this way rebels 
against his Creator and forgets the relation in which he stands to 
Him.- He forgets that it is his duty to control his passions, and 
assumes an attitude unbecoming a creature. Moreover, as those 
who use bad language generally swear by God or by holy things, 
their words are blasphemous and involve dishonor to His Holy 
Name. Such language is also a wrong done to one’s neighbor, since 
it destroys the bond of charity that should unite men, and no one 
can utter abusive words without despising and insulting others. 
However much reason anyone may have for complaint, he must not 
indulge in abuse, for not only is this a hideous vice, but it is in direct 
opposition to the law that requires a Christian to forgive his ene- 
mies, to love them and do them good, as if he had suffered no wrong 
at their hands. , 

Bad language is particularly disgraceful when addressed to 
animals or inanimate objects. What can be worse than to swear at 
a horse for not doing what you want? Do you expect him to be 
guided by reason? Are you reasonable in expecting rational actions 
of him? Sometimes human beings in their folly treat animals in a 
manner that shows them to be far lower than the creatures whom 
they ill treat, and surely nothing can be more insane than to lose 
one’s temper with some tool or inanimate thing, to which no blame 
can possibly be imputed. 

A man who uses bad language lowers himself in the esteem of 
his fellows. One who indulges in foul abuse has lost all self-control 
and displays openly all sorts of faults and weaknesses which he 
would carefully conceal if he had any regard for his own reputation. 
We soon cease to respect a man who allows his anger to get the 
upper hand, so that he swears at others. 

For a superior to abuse an inferior is most unseemly, and the 
higher his position, the worse is his offense and the more disastrous 
are its results. Yet many persons in authority consider themselves 
entitled to swear at their subordinates, and have no scruple about 
doing so, although they ought certainly to control themselves if they 
wish to win affection. Nothing is more destructive of good feeling 
and confidence than unrestrained and harsh language. The sub- 
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ordinates dare not retaliate, but they lose all respect for their em- 
| ployer and obey him only because they must; and where it is pos- 
) sible to deceive him they do so. 

| A parent, more perhaps than anyone else, is bound to refrain 
) from abusing his children, and yet how many not only swear at 
| them, but try to justify themselves by arguing that children need 
to be frightened in order to learn obedience. We know by experi- 
ence that parents of this kind never attain their end, for the more 
they swear and rage, the more unruly do their children become, and 
any obedience paid to them is merely outward. The reason for this 
is that the children soon begin to despise their parents, who thus 
forfeit all claim to respect. It is no easy matter even for good and 
conscientious people to train their children well, but where there is 
an obvious discrepancy between example and precept, children are 
quick to notice it and to refuse obedience. 

Reason and experience teach that environment is of the utmost 
importance, especially in the case of the young, and a child who 
hears his parents use bad language will follow their example, even 
against their wishes and orders. If they desire to prevent him 
from acquiring this bad habit they must abandon it themselves, d 
otherwise they will try in vain to cure him, and God will hold them 
responsible for not going to the root of the matter and striving by a 
good example to inculcate what they teach. 

If we remonstrate with a man who swears and point out to him 
the real meaning of his words, he is sure to say that he has no inten- 
tion of offending God—but how futile is this excuse! Do not the 
words, which the lips utter, express the thoughts of the heart? If 
he does not think what he says, what is the significance of his words? 

Beware of thinking it a light thing to use bad language; you cannot 
undo the evil by simply saying afterwards that you spoke angrily 
and without due reflection. Take to heart St. Peter’s warning not 
to render evil for evil, nor railing for railing, but contrariwise, bless- 
ing. Let us never forget that bad language is an insult to God and h 
our neighbor, and robs us of all confidence and respect. Keep a 
careful watch over your lips and beware of forming the habit of i 
swearing whenever anything displeases you. 


20. OaTHs 


When we take an oath, we call God to witness some promise or 
statement. There are many kinds of oaths, but all have this in com- 














478 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 





mon, that we appeal to the almighty, just, and holy God in support 
of what we are saying. For an oath to be binding it is not neces- 
sary to raise one’s right hand nor to kiss the Bible, nor to have a 
crucifix and two lighted candles on the table—such things are used 
to add solemnity to an oath. We can take an oath either by word 
of mouth or in writing, and it will be equally binding upon us. In 
any case it has a religious significance, since, when we take an oath, 
we acknowledge our belief in God’s omniscience, sanctity and jus- 
tice, and testify our reverence for Him. 

Any form of words in which we call God to witness our state- 
ments or promises is an oath, but more is required if the oath is to 
be valid and sacred; the prophet Jeremias says: “Thou shalt swear 
in truth and in judgment and in justice” (iv, 2). 


(a) We must swear in truth, and be fully convinced that what we 
say is absolutely true. A promissory oath must also be true, since 
one who promises to do anything must fully intend to keep his 
word. No honest man will ever pledge himself to do what is con- 
trary to God’s will, but when he has once sworn to do what he be- 
lieves to be right and in accordance with the commandments, he will 
never seek to evade his obligation, unless indeed circumstances 
should change so completely that by keeping his oath he would 
offend God and incur His wrath. King David tells us that the man 
who sweareth to his neighbor and deceiveth not shall not be moved 
forever. 


(b) We must swear with judgment and consideration, after due 
reflection and not hastily or carelessly. Before taking an oath 
every one ought to think whether it is really necessary or not, and 
whether the matter requires it. He must take into account the time, 
place and other circumstances and avoid being influenced by feelings 
of affection or hatred. Unless he is sure that the matter is serious 
and that an oath is necessary, he should not take it. It is quite 
common for people to swear about things that are of very little im- 
portance, merely from habit, without any reason at all, and this is 
most reprehensible. 


(c) Above all things we must swear in justice, especially when 
making promises, for if we bind ourselves by an oath to do what is 
unjust, we sin, first, by taking such an oath, and, secondly, by keep- 
ing it. We have an instance of a rash oath taken by King Herod, 
who inadvertently pledged himself to give the dancing girl St. John 
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the Baptist’s head. A similar oath was taken by some Jews who 
swore neither to eat nor drink until they had killed St. Paul. 

After what has been said as to the requirements for an oath, there 
can be no doubt that it is permissible for a man to swear, provided 
that he observes the rules laid down. God Himself allowed the Is- 
raelites to swear, for we read in Exodus (xxii, 10, 11) that where no 
eye-witnesses can be produced, statements may be made on oath. 
Moreover, on more than one occasion we read that God swore by 
Himself to fulfil His promises (Gen., xxii, 16). David swore not to 
kill Semei (2 Kings, xix, 23), and to appoint Solomon to be his suc- 
cessor (3 Kings, i, 30). In the Epistle to the Romans (i, 9) St. 
Paul calls God to witness his words. We see, therefore, that we 
may take oaths, but only regarding important matters. 

Whoever, having taken an oath, fails to speak the truth or to 
keep his promise, is guilty of perjury, which is a grievous sin against 
God, as well as an offense punishable by law. In order to appre- 
ciate duly the enormity of the sin of perjury, you need only reflect 
upon the actions of a man who is guilty of it. He not only utters 
alie, but he calls God to witness that his lie is true. Is this not an 
awful crime? He knows that his words are false, and yet appeals 
to Him, who is all-truth, to testify to their truth. It is impossible 
to deceive God, who reads our innermost thoughts—and a perjurer 
renounces formally all claim to His grace and help, when he says: 
“So help me God,” he means that he does not expect God to help 
him if his assertion is untrue, well knowing that it is so. Some peo- 
ple actually invite the devil to carry them off, if what they say is 
false. You can see for yourselves what a terrible sin perjury is. 
It is punished by the State, when it results in injury to others, and 
a violation of the oath of allegiance may involve the death penalty. 
You all know how men look down on one who is a traitor, and what 
misery his crime brings on everyone connected with him. Perjury 
ina court of justice is regarded as contempt and as an insult to the 
government. The harm caused by perjury is often irreparable; 
innocent persons have suffered the loss of honor, money, employ- 
ment and even life, through the perjury of false witnesses. An 
honest man is grieved if, by speaking the truth, he is forced to in- 
jure his neighbor, but how abominable is the cruelty displayed by 
one who, to gratify his lust for vengeance or for the sake of gain, 
swears falsely and thus robs another of life or of his good name and 
Possessions! One would suppose such a crime to be almost impos- 
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sible amongst Christians, and yet it is frequently committed. At the 
time of the French Revolution many people were put to death for 
offences of which they were innocent on the evidence of false wit- 
nesses, who were no better than thieves and murderers. It is bad 
enough when a perjurer causes loss to another, and he can seldom 
be induced to confess his sin, but God will never forgive it until 
reparation is made. 

My Brethren, beware of false oaths and speak the simple truth at 
all times, so that you may not be tempted to corroborate a lie with 
an oath. If ever you utter a falsehood, be on your guard against 
adding to your guilt by swearing falsely that what you say is true. 
Before taking an oath reflect on what you are about to do and re- 
frain altogether from swearing to a statement unless you are con- 
vinced of its truth. If you are on oath, have recourse to no am- 
biguity and no reservation. Before you bind yourselves to do any- 
thing consider carefully whether you have the means and ability to 
keep your word, and remember that, when you are pledged, it is a 
most solemn duty to perform what you have promised, since God 
requires you to respect the sanctity of an oath. Amen. 














LENTEN SERMONS 


FROM THE CENACLE TO THE TOMB. 


Six SERMONS ON THE SACRED Passion oF Our Divine Lorp, 
Jesus CHRIST 


BY THE REV. M. S. SMITH. 
V. Mary’s PARTICIPATION IN THE PASSION 


“Now there stood by the Cross of Jesus, His Mother.’—John, xlx, 25. 


SYNOPSIS —While it is true that “THe Passion” refers only to the suffer- 
ing and Death of Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ; and while man 
was redeemed, as St. Paul says, “With the Blood of Christ,” yet, to 
understand thoroughly this Divine Tragedy, we are logically brought 
to consider the sorrows of the Mother even as we meditate upon the 
sufferings of the Son. 

Mary, it is true, did not contribute directly to the redemption of man. 
Indirectly, however, she participated in the Passion for she furnished 
the victim, and, in seeing her enveloped in a cloud of sorrow, His mental 
sufferings were increased. As Father Faber tersely puts it, “She suffered 
in Him and He suffered in her.” 

That the Church wishes us to consider her sorrows even as we con- 
template His sufferings, is evident from the fact that twice during the 
year, she celebrates feasts of the Sorrows of Mary, on the Friday of 
Passion Week and on the 15th of September. Our reason also bids us 
dwell on the sorrows of Mary as a means of bringing us the better to 
appreciate the sufferings of Mary’s Son; for, while we may not be able 
to enter, as we would wish, into the excess of suffering of the God- 
Man, we can assuredly, not only fully understand but appreciate the 
sorrows of the mother, a creature like unto ourselves in all but sin. 


We have been with our Lord, in spirit, from the Cenacle to the 
Hall of Pilate, and, in our limited way, have contemplated the suf- 
ferings that have been visited upon Him; torture of body and agony 
of mind, and now will dwell on another phase of the Divine tragedy, 
a human phase, if you will, viz., Mary’s participation in the Passion. 
Throughout the whole ordeal we have seen love and suffering con- 
tending; the one that it may shine the more brightly, the other that 
it may draw men the more securely. The suffering was acute, the 
disfigurement brought on by it appalling, and the humiliation be- 
gotten of it most deep; yet the love of which it was the offspring 
shone out so brightly that it effaced the humiliation, blotted out the 
disfigurement and made glorious the suffering. With Him through- 
out the ordeal have been sympathizing friends, whose hearts were 
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sore and whose souls sorrowed because they could not give Him 
aid in this His time of trial. How the Magdalen must have been 
bowed down in sorrow when she was not permitted to approach 
Him, not allowed to wipe the blood and dust and spittle from His 
face, nay, even forbidden to show in any way that her heart beat in 
sympathy with His in its suffering and humiliation. 

But if this grieved Magdalen and the other weeping women, what 
must have been the feelings of that one who was closest to Him of 
all others? Let us with eyes of tender love and of living faith look 
into the immaculate heart of Mary that we may see therein reflected 
the Passion of her Divine Son. 

Holy Church wishes us to consider the sorrows of the Mother 
even as she tells us it is necessary that we should bring home to 
ourselves the sufferings of the Son. Twice during the year she 
_ celebrates a feast recalling the sorrows of Mary: on the 15th day 
of September and on the Friday of Passion Week. In the twofold 
celebration there is a distinction. The feast in September is a 
feast of the Blessed Mother herself, in as far as any feast of hers 
may be held without direct reference to her Son. On that day she 
asks us to remember the seven great sorrows in her life, the endur- 
ing of which gained for her the title of Queen of Martyrs; and 
they are: The Prophesy of Simeon—The Flight into Egypt— 
The Three Days’ Loss—The meeting of the Son and Mother on the 
way to Calvary—The Foot of the Cross—Jesus Dead in her arms 
and The Burial of Jesus. On the Friday of Passion Week she 
brings us to the foot of the Cross and bids us contemplate the 
Mother gazing on her Son as He dies on the hard bed of the Cross. 

Her sorrows then were not confined to the time of the Passion, 
but began with the presentation of the Child in the Temple and 
ended only with her death. It is, however, in connection with the 
Passion that we shall consider her sorrows, that we may learn from 
them, not only as affecting her but as afflicting the heart of her 
Son, another proof, an intensely human proof, if you will, of the 
love of God for man, and a true idea of sin which could exact such 
a proof. 

We might, however, ask: why did Jesus permit His Mother to 
pass through this ordeal? Did He not love her as a mother, and 
would it not have been better to have permitted her to pass away 
as was permitted St. Joseph, and thus be spared the necessity of 
being a witness to His agony? Would not this have been better, as 
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she was not to have the privilege of assisting Him in any way in His 
time of suffering? She was not to have the right to approach Him, 
to soothe with those consoling words that can fall only from a 
mother’s lips, to assuage by those tender touches that can be 
prompted only by the maternal heart. All denied her, all forbidden 
Him! She could only stand by and in agony know that her presence 
but added to His sufferings, while He realized that every wound 
lacerating His Body made a far deeper scar upon her maternal 
heart, every sigh that fell from His swollen lips brought forth a 
deeper groan of anguish from her breaking heart, while every 
twinge of pain that racked His nerves drove the sword of grief 
deeper and deeper into her sorrow-laden soul. Why permit this? 

Father Faber, from whose “Foot of the Cross” we have not 
merely sought inspiration, but from which as from a perennial font 
we have drawn both ideas and expression, gives the answer thus: 
Simply on account of love, the great love He had for her. 

We can readily understand why He would suffer for the redemp- 
tion of man. He knew the value of an immortal soul, knew how in 
the court of Heaven it was looked upon as a priceless treasure. 
“What,” He asked, “will a man give in exchange for his soul?” 
Nothing that might be conjured up even in the highest flight of 
imagination can equal it in value. Not even, in exchange, would 
the whole world make recompense for one soul. Who then can com- 
pute the value of the souls of all mankind? This it was what made 
the Passion a reality. But why draw the Mother into this sea of 
suffering? The same law that encompassed Him, says Father 
Faber, must surround her, and the law of the Incarnation, of the 
Redemption, was a law of humiliation and of suffering. That He 
gave as one requisite of discipleship, “if you would be My disciple, 
take up your cross and follow Me,” and as no being could come so 
close to Him as did His mother, so none will suffer as she suffered. 
When the angelic messenger made to her his announcement, he 
gave her to understand that she would be raised not only above all 
creatures of earth but above even the highest angel in Heaven; but 
at the same time she realized that with the dignity and honor would 
come suffering; for, in the economy of salvation, after the Fall 
reconciliation was to be affected through suffering, hence, when 
she gave her “fiat” to one, she accepted the other. 

And why does He permit her to suffer for our sake? She is to be- 
come the mother of the afflicted, the mother to whom poor, fallen 
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man will look for comfort and consolation, and, that her heart 
may sympathize with us in our distress, she will undergo every suf- 
fering except that brought on by sin, which man may be called 
upon to endure. Can we not also say that she suffers in order that 
we may have greater confidence in time of tribulation and tempta- 
tion? True, contemplation of the sufferings of the Son should 
give this confidence; yet we must admit that it is not so. Is it not 
a fact that in thinking of the Passion, when we find preeminent the 
thought that the Victim was God, and of this truth we must never 
be forgetful, is it not a fact, I say, that this very truth in some way 
causes us to have less human compassion, less sympathy with the 
Victim? God suffered, God died for us, wonderful truth, even 
though at times it makes us less able to enter into His sufferings 
as we would. Now, however, we see a creature like unto ourselves 
share in the suffering, through her we can bring ourselves to realize 
what they mean. 

He permits her to suffer also that her merit may be the greater. 
As the angel said, the plenitude of grace rested in her immaculate 
soul, and, though the grace of the maternity could not be merited 
in the usual acceptation of this term, yet, on account of her abso- 
lute submission to the Holy Will of God, of the perfect conformity 
of her will with His, she can be said to have merited grace, even as 
other children of Adam may merit it, and her merit came from a 
life of suffering, and this we fondly call “Her participation in the 
Passion.” 

While it is true that from the record in the Bible we cannot get 
a clear or definite account of the extent of the Blessed Mother's 
companionship during His public life, we can reasonably conclude 
that they were never separated for any length of time. The Son 
and the Mother, or to speak in our human way, the Mother and Son, 
together in Bethlehem, in Nazareth; oh, the sweetest of those nine- 
teen years, from the time He went out of the Temple, after sur- 
prising the doctors by the depth of His questions and the wisdom 
of His answers, and “went down to Nazareth and was subject to 
them” until He enters on His public life. It was at her request 
that He performed His first miracle; performed it even before the 
time set by the Eternal Father for His entrance into His public life. 
“My time has not yet come.” We can then rest assured they never 
remained long separated. 

Mary was not with her Son in the Garden, yet she tells us in her 
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revelations that in spirit she followed Him throughout all His 
agony, and while He was lying prostrate bleeding from every pore 
of His Body, she was so filled with compassion that it seemed that 
her heart was bleeding drop for drop. We are told that with the 
ever faithful Magdalen she went to the door of the High Priest but 
was refused admittance. St. John leads her to the upper chamber 
where the Last Supper was eaten and there she waits for morning. 
The beloved Disciple goes to the Hall to witness the mockery and 
hear the condemnation to learn, if possible, what will be the end. 
In the morning he returns and with her and the three faithful 
women goes to the Hall of the Roman Governor whither her Son, 
bound as a malefactor, has been led. Her heart rejoices when the 
Judge proclaims: “I find no cause in Him,” but is immediately 
filled with fear when she hears the cry from all sides: “away with 
Him, crucify Him—we will have no king but Cesar,” and notes 
the hatred manifested especially in the Priests and Rulers of the 
people. She witnessed the scourging, counting the strokes; for she 
revealed to St. Bridgit the fact that the lash fell more than five 
thousand times on the lacerated back of her Son. This may seem 
like an exaggeration, like the over-zealous desire of a pious and 
sentimental soul to impress upon the minds of others the depth of 
the suffering endured in the yard of Pilate; yet there is no reason 
to doubt it, much less deny its truth. Remember this was not the 
scourging sanctioned by law (forty stripes less one), but was 
prompted by the desire to satisfy the enemies of the accused, hence 
might be as brutal as possible; while on the other hand He did not 
succumb to the torture simply because His Divinity, while in no 
way mitigating it, lent to His humanity a power to suffer far be- 
yond its natural endurance. 

Imagine the feelings of the mother as she looks upon her Son 
dressed as a mock king, and hears the derisive salute “Hail King 
of the Jews.” Follow her back to the Hall and stand beside her as 
surrounded by the jeering mob she sees her Son as the Judge pre- 
sents Him, saying: “Behold the Man.” These words may have 
little or no meaning for the people; but oh the world of meaning 
they have for Mary. “Ecce Homo, Mater: Mother behold the Man: 
behold your Son.” He is disfigured, it is true, where congealed blood 
does not besmear His Face there dust and spittle distorts that lov- 
ing countenance. Yet, oh Mother, it does not hide the beauty of 
your Jesus, your Son from you. Your heart sickens at the sight, 
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you hear the cry “away with Him,” and it is almost with a sigh of 
relief that you hail the end even though that end shall be His death 
on the Cross. With the cry: “On to Golgotha, on to Calvary,” 
ringing in her ears, she goes back to the Cenacle to await the com- 
ing of John with whom she will go even to the fateful hill, there to 
remain until the end. 

Of those making that “First Way of the Cross” there are some 
who sympathize with the Cross Bearer and His Mother, but most 
of those in that procession are either manifestly indifferent or filled 
with hatred. “There followed Him a great multitude,” says Holy 
Writ. With St. John and the three faithful companions, the sor- 
rowful Mother goes to a place that the procession must pass so that 
she may meet her Son on His way to death. They have not long to 
wait. Bowed down by the heavy weight of the Cross, He appears 
before her. Only a few days before she saw a procession of which 
He was the head, then she heard the voices of the people raised in 
exultation as they sang: “Hosannah to the Son of David, blessed is 
He that comes in the Name of the Lord.” Then she saw them 
spread their garments on the ground that the beast He rode might 


walk over them, saw the branches of the palm-tree strew the ground 
so that as a conquering hero He might enter the City. 
Now what sound falls upon her ears? “Away with Him, crucify 


? 


Him; we will have no king but Cesar.” At last He comes, rather 
staggers, to the place where the mournful Mother waits. Mother, 
behold your Son! See Him as He endeavors, by winking, to wipe 
the clotted blood and dust from His eyes that He may look on you. 
Your heart was filled with sorrow at the three days’ loss; your mind 
was never at rest when separated from Him; now you are in His 
presence. Oh that look between Mother and Son; each heart, al- 
ready filled with anguish, but adds to the grief of the other. His, 
because He brings sorrow to her, and hers because she may not go 
to Him and in His troubles relieve Him. She will, she must ap- 
proach. Is she not His mother, has she not a mother’s right, a right 
that none may gainsay, much less deny? But no, “Mother, this sac- 
rifice we will make. Veronica may assuage my suffering to some 
extent by presenting the handkerchief; Simeon may aid by assist- 
ing in the carrying the Cross, but you, Mother, with Me will co- 
operate and we shall drink the chalice even to its bitter dregs.” 
The strain becomes too much and He falls to the ground. It 
seems that tired nature can withstand no more, and those around 
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Him think that death has come. Three times He falls, and when, at 
the last fall, He seems unable to rise, the Sorrowing Mother breathes 
a sigh of satisfaction, thinking merciful death has come to His re- 
lief. “Ah no, Mother, Calvary’s summit is almost reached, there 
we shall see the end ; but not until My sufferings have been increased 
and your agony made greater than human heart could naturally 
bear.” 

Who has not been filled with wonder at the outward calmness of 
a loving mother as, kneeling at the bedside, she ministers to a dying 
child. Other members of the household, distracted in their grief, 
seem unable to do anything but give vent to their sorrow. The 
mother, her heart torn with anguish, never ceases those little atten- 
tions that only a mother’s heart can suggest. Now she endeavors 
to cool the fevered brow, now, by a drop of water, she assuages 
the burning thirst, again she arranges the pillow, and though tears 
would rush down her cheeks, and sobs rake her bosom, she bids 
nature await the end ere she give way to her maternal feelings; 
for, must she not restrain herself, lest she add pain to the child 
whose life is ebbing out? Who may tell the heart-burnings of 
Mary as she stands by and witnesses the death of her Son? 

Through His sacred hands, crunching the flesh and tearing the 
sinews, the cruel nails are driven. With blow after blow of the 
hammer, the nail passes through His feet into the hard wood of 
the Cross. All this the Mother sees, and to her it is more excru- 
ciating than if the hammer were falling upon her living flesh, or 
the nails tearing her heart asunder. Truly it is said: 


“O! quam tristis et afflicta “Oh, how sad and sore distressed 
Fuit illa benedicta Now was she, that Mother blest 
Mater Unigeniti.” Of the Sole begotten One.” 


Truly afflicted, sorely distressed, yet never during the whole 
ordeal does she lose consciousness, never turn her eyes from the 
hard bed of her tortured Son. This excess of suffering on the part 
of both may not in justice be demanded, but in love is given. Now 
the Cross, with its Victim, is lifted up, and with satisfaction, the 
leaders of the people look upon the hanging Jesus. To some 
she may be known, and in some hearts there may be a spark of 
pity for the mother thus distressed, but to most she is merely the 
unfortunate mother of this condemned Son, and, if the Priests look 
her way it is with a glance of piteous contempt. No tongue up- 
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braids her, no hand is raised against her, but every wound inflicted 
on the Son makes a corresponding wound in the heart of the 
Mother: 

“Holy Mother, pierce me through ; 

In my heart each wound renew 

Of my Saviour crucified.” 


For almost three hours she is kept at a distance from the Cross, 
though every detail of the awful tragedy is keenly made manifest 
to her. Amid the voices of the scoffers she hears the Son appeal 
to the Father, not for vengeance but for mercy. “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” She hears Him cry out 
that He is burning with thirst, but cannot moisten His parched lips 
with even one drop of water. She listens as He again and again 
speaks; but in all of His words not one of reproach, nothing but 
absolute submission to the Will of the Eternal Father. 


At last, she is permitted to come even to the foot of the Cross. 
A dark pall envelopes Calvary. The voices of the scoffers are 
hushed, and a silence that infuses a fear into the heart of the 
boldest ensues. Singly and in groups, the Chief Priests and their 
retainers leave the hallowed spot. ‘And the sun was darkened”; 
veiling its face, the sun refuses to look upon the dying agony of its 
Creator. 


“Now there stood by the Cross of Jesus, Mary, His Mother,” 
says the Evangelist. We need not the assurance of the Recorder 
to know that when permitted she would come as close as possible to 
the Cross. By the Cross stood Mary, His Mother. ’Tis well she is 
not there to lessen His sufferings, to dress His wounds or in any 
way assuage His pains, rather does her presence increase His agony, 
for well He knows that she suffers in Him even as He finds in- 
crease of torment in knowing her sorrow. 


Now is fulfilled the prophecy spoken at the dawn of crea- 
tion to the first woman and through her to the tempting ser- 
pent: “I will put enmity between thee and the serpent, and thy 
seed and her seed, and in the end her foot shall crush thy head.” 
In the shadow of the Cross, the Virginal Mother crushes the head 
of the serpent and with her Son gains victory over sin and the con- 
sequences of sin. She stands there to concur in the sacrifice. 
The Victim is the Son of the Eternal Father and by the Father is 
sacrificed. He is also the Son of Mary and by her is offered as a 
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sacrifice. “She stands,” as St. Bernardine says, “at the foot of 
the Cross, both living and dead, she lived in dying, she was dying 
but still lived. She could not die, though alive, she was dead.” 

She stands there on our account. It was in this awful moment 
that Jesus gave us to her as her children even as He infused into 
her heart a love for us greater than any earthly mother had or 
could have for earthly child. ‘Woman behold thy Son; Son behold 
thy mother,” were almost His last words, and think you she will 
ever forget them? 

She stands there until the spark of life had fled, and when the 
Body is taken down from the Cross, she, with her own hands, pre- 
pares it for burial and follows it to the tomb. 


“Eia Mater fons amoris, “Mother fount of charity, 
Me sentire vim doloris Let me share thy agony 
Fac, ut tecum lugeam.” Make me weep with thee.” 


sings the author of the hymn of sorrows, as with soul-grieving pen 
he writes the plaintive heart-throbs of the Dolorous Mother, and 
will not we, her children, mingle our tears with hers, will not our 
prayer be: 


“Juxta crucem tecum stare, “Let me stand where thou 
Et me tibi sociare hast stood 
In planctu desidero.” Mourning with my motherhood 


By the holy rood.” 


Stand, Christian soul, at the foot of the Cross, and learn the 
love of God for you and the hatred you should have for sin. When 
tempted to sin, look to the dying Son, and if that be not enough to 
keep you from sin, then look to the sorrowful Mother at the foot 
of the Cross; then sin if you will; sin if you can; sin, but in sin- 
ning remember that you not only nail the Son to the Cross but that 
you drive the sword of sorrow deeper and deeper into the heart of 
Mary, the Mother of God, your own loving Mother. 
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VI. THE CRUCIFIXION 


“He went forth to that place which is called Calvary, but in Hebrew 
Golgotha, where they crucified Him.’—John, xlx, 17-18. 


SYNOPSIS.—In few and simple words the Evangelists record the most 
sublime and at the same time the most awful and loving tragedy the 
world has ever witnessed: The Crucifixion and Death of Jesus Christ. 

Calvary, in Hebrew called Golgotha, was reputed to be the burial place 
of the skull of Adam. It was not, however, for this reason that it was 
chosen; but because here the worst criminals were put to death, and 
here all might see Him die. ; 

Calvary, though hardly of sufficient eminence to be called a hill, is 
now known throughout the world as Mount Calvary, a name that gives 
hope to the sinner even as it brings satisfaction to the just. 

He carried His Cross to Calvary, carried it, though so weak He could 
scarcely walk, and when the journey ended, He was nailed to the cross, 
Whether three or four nails were used is of litile consequence; all we 
need remember is: Through His sacred hands and feet nails were driven 
into the wood of the cross. For three hours He hangs in agony. During 
that time His enemies reviled Him; yea there was blasphemy in the 
shadow of the cross. There, too, was made an act of Faith. “Indeed, 
this man was the Son of God,’ said the Centurion. 

From the cross, He speaks but few words, no word of reproach, yet 
how highly these few words are treasured. 

He bows His head, thus giving death pernussion to come to Him, and 
dies. Who dies? God. For whom? For man. He is taken down from 
the cross, when all is consummated, and placed in the Tomb. 


“They crucified Him.” “Behold,” says Father Galwey, in that 
admirable work, “The Watches of the Passion,” “the few and 
simple words with which the Inspired Chronicler records this, the 
most awful yet most sublime and loving tragedy the world has ever 
witnessed.” Only a few words, continues this zealous writer, but, 
like that other short sentence, “Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him,” 
what depths of meaning contained therein, and what an excess of 
cruelty and torture expressed. 

A tragedy it is indeed, not only of earth hut of Heaven, not only 
affecting time but eternity: for, as its fruits are to be gained in 
time, its consequences shall be recognized through all eternity. It 
was, as we have seen in our former meditations, conceived in envy, 
begotten of hatred and carried out in the most barbarous way. 
Withal, it was a tragedy most loving and merciful; for it mani- 
fested the loving mercy of God for man; the Creator for the 
creature, aye for the creature who has not only disobeyed the com- 
mands of his Creator, but has trampled upon His precepts ; laughed 
to scorn His counsels, and defied His most solemn threats. It is 
also most sublime, for here we see not only God suffering death at 
the hands of man, but dying for the sake of those whose hearts 





wa—-e TRH *. 





491 





LENTEN SERMONS 


are inflamed with hatred towards Him and whose hands are red- 
dened in His blood. 

Scarcely will you find a man willing to give up his life for a just 
man, says the Holy Ghost, but here we see the God-Man laying 
down His life, laying it down willingly, “with desire have I de- 
sired to eat this Pasch with you before that I die,” not only for the 
just, but, mercy of mercy, for sinners. 

We might ask: How could Jesus of Nazareth endure the tor- 
tures that thus far have been inflicted upon Him? Simply because 
His Divinity aided His humanity. In saying this we do not in- 
timate that the Divine Nature made the suffering less hard to bear, 
rather that it made the human nature able the more to suffer. By 
right He should long since have died. “My soul,” He said, “is sor- 
rowful even unto death.” Yet the Divinity, without in any way 
mitigating the suffering, sustains the humanity. Hence, though 
suffering only in His human nature, we truly say: God suffered, 
God died for man. 

The place to which they lead Him is of historic interest. It 
was here, according to tradition, that the skull of Adam, given by 
Noe to one of his sons, was interred, hence the name Golgotha, 
which, being interpreted, means Skull. Where then rests all that 
on earth remains of the first Adam who, by his sin, brought misery 
into the world, there shall the second Adam, by His atonement, 
blot out that sin, and, by the graces here merited, change that 
misery into blessings and again reconcile man with his God. 

It was not, however, on account of this tradition that the place 
was chosen, but rather to add odium to His death, for here com- 
mon criminals were executed, and, wishing to brand Him as such, 
the cry is “On to Golgotha.” How the malicious designs of man 
are frustrated! Golgotha, or Calvary, from being a term of re- 
proach, has become synonymous with all that is grand and glorious, 
is of infinite mercy and boundless love. In itself so insignificant as 
scarcely to merit the name of hill on the map of the world, it is now 
known as Mount Calvary, and its very name gives hope to the 
soul laden with sin, while to the just it brings increase of joy and 
consolation; for the graces there merited give to man a right to 
Heaven, a right none may gainsay, much less deny. 

The first journey to Calvary was made with difficulty and in 
torture, in deep humiliation and in sorrow; now, that the way has 
been marked, traced by the blood of the Victim, we can make the 
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way in peace, springing from the blessings of hope. Three times 
He fell on the way and it would seem at times that worn-out 
nature would protest and the hill of Calvary never would be reached, 

Now, however, that the journey has ended, will they bring about 
His death quickly and, as far as may be, painlessly? Even into the 
valley of the shadow will hatred follow Him. “They crucified 
Him,” says the narrative, and it is left to man to dwell on this mere 
statement and from it draw some idea of the pain and, above all, 
the humiliation of the death. 

They offer Him wine mixed with gall. To the condemned wine 
was given to fortify them and thus enable them the better to endure 
the pain about to be inflicted. Behold how even this act of mercy 
was charged with malice. According to custom, the wine is ten- 
dered but mixed with gall; and the Scripture says: “He would not 
drink,” not, say the Commentators, on account of the bitterness, but 
because He would not alleviate His sufferings even by the merest 
drop of wine. Stripping Him of His garments they place Him on 
the hard bed of the Cross and fasten Him to it with nails driven 
through His Hands and Feet. The soldier places the nail in the 
palm of the right Hand and with heavy hammer drives it through 
the flesh into the wood of the Cross. No bone is broken, for it was 
said: “of Him a bone you shall not break’; but the sinews are torn 
as through the Hand the nail finds its way. That Hand which with 
the Father united in the creation of the world; that Hand which 
during His sojourn on earth was raised so often to call down bless- 
ings on man; behold it now extended, and for what? That it may 
be grasped in thankfulness and in gratitude for the many times it 
was raised to call down favors on man? No; but to receive the 
cruel nail. 

The right Hand fastened, they come to the left and then to the 
Feet, and now His enemies feel a certain amount of satisfaction, for 
they see Him on His bed of death and from it He cannot rise as He 
is fastened with nails. 

How many nails were used in fastening Jesus to the Cross? This 
question has never been definitely settled. Some contend that four 
were used, one to each Hand and two to the Feet, while others main- 
tain that He was fastened to the Cross with but three nails. Tradi- 
tion, as manifested in the crucifix in the general usage sanctioned 
by the Church, favors the latter opinion. The question, however, 
is of little moment; all we need know is: that, nailed to the Cross, 
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our Jesus in love expiated our sins and reconciled us with the 
offended Father. . 

They drag the Cross to the place prepared for it, and, with much 
jeering and with shouts of exultation, it is lifted up and, with a 
rude shock, falls into the hole made for it. The shock almost tears 
His Hands and Feet from the fastening nails, and would have done 
so had they not taken the precaution of securing Him with cords 
and ropes, which, though preventing the Body from falling from 
the Cross, in no way mitigated the pain caused by the nails. The 
shock draws a moan of anguish from the Sufferer that finds a re- 
sponsive sigh in the heart of the sorrowful mother. Now the Cross 
stands erect and around it circle the priests and rulers. At first 
sight of the Victim thus tortured they stand aghast; the suffering 
seems too terrible even for their hatred towards Him. Then one, 
more callous than the rest, cries out: “Behold Him now; look upon 
the man who dared denounce your priests; He spoke of us as whit- 
ened sepulchres, as blind leaders of the blind, for us He had no 
words but words of censure. Gaze upon Him now and ask: who is 
the false teacher, who the seducer of the people?” “Oh, yes,” they 
say, “He is a king; behold His crown,” for they had placed the 
crown of thorns on His head. “Gaze upon His throne; it stands 
on high that all may see it, all view the king. No danger of Him 
losing His throne; for, behold, we have fastened Him to it with 
nails.” 

Even the most degraded and depraved are softened at the ap- 
proach of death, and it is only the most savage that will not do all 
in his power to assuage the agony of the dying. How act the per- 
secutors of Jesus? The people stood beholding and the Rulers 
with them deride Him, saying: “He saved others, let Him save 
Himself.” And mocking they say: “If He be king of Israel, let 
Him come down from the cross and we will believe Him.” Boldly 
they pass and repass in front of Him, challenging Him and calling 
on Him now to prove that He is the Son of God. “Come down from 
the Cross,” they say, “and we will believe you.” Proof after proof 
have they had of His wonderful power. “He hath done all things 
well,” had been the verdict of those who had witnessed His works. 
Again and again the people said: “His words, like His works, are 
evidently from God, for no man ever spoke as He speaks.” Hear- 
ing the people thus speak of Him, the Priests were filled with envy. 
Will they then believe in Him if He should give the proof they now 
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ask if He come down from the Cross? Well does He know the 
perversity of their hearts, and fully does He understand that even 
if He should give this last proof they would still repudiate Him. 
What an insult in being compelled to hear them thus boasting. “Do 
you hear, oh Jesus of Nazareth—do you mark our words, oh Gali- 
lean; come down from the Cross and we will believe in you, nay, 
we will lead all the people to you, and in you shall all Judea believe, 
Where is now your boasted power ; you, who said: ‘destroy this tem- 
ple and in three days I will built it? You a miracle worker? yes, 
a miracle worker among the ignorant. Now satisfy us, the Rulers; 
satisfy us by a miracle, by one that shall redound to your own ben- 
efit; come down from the Cross and we, Priests and leaders of 
Israel, will become your disciples, and your followers shall be lim- 
ited only by the confines of Israel, for we will compel all to 
acknowledge You.” “Vah,” they say, “He said He was greater 
than Abraham, more powerful than Moses, and proclaimed Him- 
self more than a prophet. Let Him give evidence of that power, 
give proof of that greatness and we will believe Him.” 

Truly was there blasphemy in the very shadow of the Cross. 
“They that passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads.” “He 
spoke of His trust in God; let God now deliver Him and we will 
believe,” they cry out. To the taunts of the priests are added the 
insults of the soldiers, who, in derision, say: “If thou be the king 
of the Jews, save Thyself.” No taunt more stinging than that which 
glories in failure, either real or fancied ; and how they rejoice in the 
apparent failure of this Man, how sarcastically they remind Him 
of the power of which He seemed to boast, and of His present help- 
lessness. 

Behold, in the midst of their exultation, the Priests receive a 
humiliation. Pilate has ordered that the cause of His death be 
proclaimed; has ordered that an inscription be placed above Him 
on the Cross. In Latin, Greek and Hebrew it is written, the three 
principal languages of the time. And what do they read? “Jesus 
of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” “No, no,” say the Rulers, “not 
this; write that He said He was King of the Jews.” ‘What I have 
written, I have written.” In other words, “it shall remain as in- 
scribed,” curtly answers the Governor, and thus they are compelled 
to acknowledge that they have crucified their King. “We will have 
no King but Cesar,” they cried out in the Praetorium, and now, on 
Calvary, they must perforce acknowledge Him as a lineal descen- 
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dent of the Royal House of David. While protesting against this 
and while circulating about the Cross belching forth insults and 
blasphemies, the Priests are amazed on hearing His voice on the 
Cross. 

Have you ever reflected on the silence of Jesus during the time 
of His suffering? From the Hall of Judgment until He reaches 
Calvary He speaks only to the weeping women He met on the way. 
In all His tortures He asks neither for surcease of suffering, nor 
appeals for sympathy, and His words to the weeping women are 
more in the nature of an encouragement to them than a begging of 
consolation for self. At last He breaks the silence, and what is the 
purport of His words? Will He now sue for clemency? “Hearken,” 
say the bystanders, “He speaks”; and they hear the voice of the 
Son of Man appealing to the Eternal Father and asking, what? 
That He would visit upon His persecutors the vengeance their 
crime merits? No. Can it be possible? “Father! forgive them, 
they know not what they do,” the sweet voice of the dying Jesus 
on the Cross floats down the hill of Calvary, and those within hear- 
ing are filled with astonishment. Will not this supreme act of 
clemency, this unheard-of voice of charity have some effect on His 
prosecutors? Even one dying with Him is not moved, but, in blas- 
phemous derision, says: “If Thou be the Son of God, if Thou be 
the Christ, save Thyself and us.” The other reviles not, but re- 
bukes his companion by saying: “We die justly, this Man unjustly.” 
He turns to Jesus and adds: “Lord remember me when Thou shalt 
enter into Thy Kingdom.” And oh, the reward for this act of 
sympathy! “This day thou shalt be with Me in Paradise.” Seven 
words, that is, seven times according to spiritual writers, He spoke 
from the Cross. Without trying to follow these words in sequence, 
we shall briefly consider them as found in the Gospels. 

Looking down from the Cross, He sees His sorrowing Mother 
and the beloved Disciple. To the Mother He says: “Woman, be- 
hold thy Son,” and to the disciple: “Son behold thy Mother.” At 
that moment, as we saw in our last meditation, He infused into her 
heart a mother’s love for each and every child of earth, a love more 
tender than earthly mother could have for earthly child. Think 
you she will ever forget this which may be termed the last Will and 
Testament of her dying Son? A dark cloud now envelops Calvary, 
and filled with fear the Priests and many of the people, singly and 
In groups, leave the hallowed spot. 
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From out the darkness the voice of the dying Lord is heard: 
“Eloi, Eloi, lamma sabacthani,” which being interpreted is: “My 
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” Many interpreta- 
tions are given of these words, which, the Scripture says, were 
uttered in a loud voice. Knowing as we do that by the Incarna- 
tion the two natures, Divine and Human, of our Lord are hypo- 
statically united, and that not even by death can the Humanity be 
separated from the Divinity, we can only listen to these words and 
admire them. According to some commentators He speaks merely 
as man, and as man suffered this abandonment; even as we heard 
Him last night in the Garden cry out: “Father, if it be possible, let 
this chalice pass by; yet not my will but Thine be done.” In what 
did the abandonment consist? In the fact that He not only, at that 
moment, though innocence itself, felt the weight of the sins of the 
world, and as one bearing these sins experienced the torments of 
the damned; but, in a manner no tongue may explain, the Divinity 
allowed the humanity to undergo the pain of loss that comes to the 
soul when it hears those awful words: “Depart from Me ye ac- 
cursed, etc.” Whatever the import of the words, we know they 
were wrenched from a soul plunged into the deepest abyss of suffer- 
ing. Thinking He called Elias, one standing by said: “Let us see 
if Elias will come to His aid,” while others, some friendly, many 
unfriendly, awaited with bated breath the next scene in this awful 
drama. 


Once more the voice of the Sufferer is heard, as consumed with 
agony He cries out: “I thirst.” We wonder not that His pain- 
racked and fevered Body was tortured with thirst. Neither food 
nor drink had been given Him from the time He left the Cenacle 
the night before, and during that time He had lost much blood and 
poor human nature had been worn out by the trials to which He 
had been subjected. This, however, was not the thirst of which He 
complained; rather, the thirst for souls, especially the souls of 
those who encompassed His death as well as of those who by that 
death would not profit. It was also to atone for the sins we com- 
mit in indulging our sensual appetites. One of the soldiers dips a 
sponge in vinegar and, placing it upon a reed, lifts it to the swollen 
lips of the Victim on the Cross. 


When Jesus had tasted the vinegar, He said: “It is consum- 
mated.” 
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“It is consummated.” The work for which I came to earth is 
fnished, the work of the Eternal Father. The redemption of man 
is now effected ; nothing remains to be done; hence, saying in a loud 
voice: “Father into Thy hands I commend my spirit,” He bows 
His head and gives up the ghost. “He bows His head,” says a holy 
writer, “thus giving death permission to approach and dies.” “It is 
consummated.” Some time before He had said to His disciples: 
“T have a baptism wherein I am to be baptized, and how I am con- 
strained until it be accomplished.” This is the baptism of which 
He spoke, and mark how it has been accomplished ; baptized in His 
own blood, shed freely, shed willingly for the redemption of the 
world. Now the absolute reign of sin is at an end and the desola- 
tion brought on earth by man’s rebellion in the Garden of Eden is 
changed into the reign of grace by the consummation of the sacri- 
fice which began in the Garden of Gethsemani. Not merely has 
justice been satisfied; not only has the debt incurred by sin been 
paid; not only has the reconciliation of man with God been effected, 
but enough has been done to draw the hearts of men to their God, 
and to infuse into those hearts a hope and a security, a certainty of 
salvation that the powers of evil can never dim, much less take 
away from man. Crying out with a loud voice, a voice heard not 
only on Calvary, but heard throughout the world, heard through- 
out Heaven, heard even in the uttermost depths of hell, He bows 
His head and gives up the Spirit. A cry, says another Holy Writer, 
of pain and a cry of joy. Of pain, because of death; for though, on 
account of the hypostatic union, the Divine nature will never be 
separated from the human nature (death is the separation of the 
soul from the body), yet death did separate the Divine nature from 
His manhood that is from His composite human nature—from His 
Body and Soul united. Hence St. Thomas says: “During the time 
of death He was not a man; during His days in the grave He was 
notGod-Man.” To understand this mystery, which is one of the five 
principal mysteries of our Holy Religion, we must remember that 
death is not a separation of the two natures of Christ, but is the 
separation of the soul from the body. On account of this hypo- 
static union of the two natures we, as we have seen, truly say: God 
died for man. 

A cry of joy because victory has been gained and in that victory 
both Heaven and earth rejoice. “It is consummated,” and the first 
fruit of that consummation is found in the act of faith made by 
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the Centurion at the foot of the Cross: “Indeed this was the Son 
of God.” 

Now behold all nature protests against the outrage perpetrated 
by man on nature’s God. The sun was darkened, the earth trem- 
bles, the veil of the Temple is rent in twain, and graves are opened, 
from which many of the saints who were at rest came out and after 
the Resurrection appeared to many in Jerusalem. His enemies, 
solicitous for the letter of the law, go to Pilate and “that the bodies 
might not remain on the cross on the Sabbath Day” ask permis- 
sion to cause the deaths of the three crucified. They break the legs 
of the two; but when they come to Jesus, the Centurion (Longinus) 
says: “You shall not in your hatred pursue Him farther. Can you 
not see that He is dead? You have had your wishes to the full.” 
To satisfy them, rather than to save the Body, He opens the side 
with his spear and thence comes blood and water. First blood, 
then water, to show that the last drop of His Blood had been shed 
for the redemption of man. 

With Pilate’s permission the Body is taken down from the Cross 
and placed in a grave, made for the burial of Joseph of Arimathea, 
so that, even for His last resting place on earth, the dead Jesus 
depends on the charity of another. 

With Jesus we have now been during the time of His Passion, 
and having witnessed in spirit all that has been done for us for our 
redemption, we might ask: what shall we do to show our appre- 
ciation of this manifestation of love? What does He ask? Simply 
that we return love for the love that He has shown. This we do 
not only by sympathizing with Him in His sufferings, but by hat- 
ing, detesting and avoiding sin; for, as we have seen, though love 
was the cause, sin gave the occasion for the Passion, not merely 
the sins of mankind, but our sins. With feelings then of recip- 
rocal love we will go to Calvary, and gazing on that bloody por- 
trait of charity we will bewail our sins, and from hearts burning 
with love will say: “Mercy, My Jesus, mercy!” 





































PASTORAL PART 
ANALECTA 








NEW DECREES AND DECISIONS OF THE HOLY 
FATHER AND THE ROMAN CONGREGATIONS 


Sacred Congregation of Rites: 
Introduction of the cause of beatification or declaration 
of martyrdom of Joseph Maria Diaz Sanjurio, O.P., 
Bishop of Platea (1818-1857), of Melchior Garcia Sam- 
pedro, O.P., Bishop of Tricomia ({ 1858), Vicars Apos- 
tolic of Central Tonquin, and of 1,400 others put to death 
in Tonquin during the persecution of 1856-1862. 





CASUS CONSCIENTIAE 
SINFUL THOUGHTS AND DESIRES 


John, a good and sufficiently pious man, is troubled frequently 
day and night with various temptations, and often doubts whether 
he has consented to them. He is troubled especially in regard to 
temptations to impurity which he has experienced while in, what 
seems to him, a light sleep. 

Thomas, who is not very pious but who, nevertheless, is not 
entirely different in regard to his salvation, easily contemns all 
scruples in regard to bad thoughts and desires, although he looks 
at and hears with curiosity whatever comes his way. He wishes to 
avoid mortal sin through fear of hell, but cares nothing about venial 
sins; further he proposes to himself not to avoid them. When he 
experiences irregular carnal motions in his body, he is merely pas- 
sive in regard to them. 

Questions. 

1. Did John sin gravely? 

Answer.—John undoubtedly did not give full consent to the temp- 
tation which troubled him. Since he is of timorous conscience the 
doubt is to be resolved in his favor; and he should be bidden to cast 
aside all anxiety in regard to nocturnal phantasms and impurities of 
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which he is conscious. If he does not know whether he was asleep 
or awake, master of himself or not, at the time the impure tempta- 
tions assailed him, this sufficiently proves in him the want of full 
advertence. The general rule is, if during the day he never, or 
almost never, commits similar acts, and in fact abhors them, he is 
not to be accused of mortal sin in the temptations which trouble 
him during the night. 


2. Did Thomas sin gravely? 


Answer.—Thomas seems to be a man of lax conscience, there- 
fore in doubtful matters he is to be judged severely. The pre- 
sumption is against him. He is guilty of grave sin in exposing 
himself with such temerity and lack of care. He has no great hor- 
ror of mortal sin, makes no effort to avoid the occasions of it, and 
is gravely guilty in exposing himself so readily and without cause 
to the danger of mortal sin. He must foresee at least in confuso 
his danger. 

If Thomas’ intention to disregard venial sins springs from con- 
tempt of God’s law, then of course he sins mortally. The same is 
true if past experience has taught him that such laxity constitutes 
for him a proximate occasion of mortal sin. Aside from these two 
cases, such an intention would not exceed a venial sin. True, it is 
the nature of venial sin to dispose to mortal sin and its frequent 
commission weakens the will and prepares it for yielding in serious 
matters. Nevertheless if one is determined to avoid grave sin, the 
intention not to avoid venial sin does not place him in the immediate 
danger of sinning mortally. Hence in this respect Thomas did not 
sin mortally. 

Likewise he does not sin gravely in holding himself merely pas- 
sive in regard to the irregular carnal motions he experiences, if 
there be no proximate danger of consent. Mortal sin is not in the 
sensual appetite, but in the will. If the consent of the will be not 
given, a grave offense against God is not committed. As a rule 
veneral excitations are very dangerous, especially when positive 
resistance is not made. Hence there is a grave obligation of 
promptly resisting them at least by a strong act of the will. A just 
cause, however, may excuse from this obligation, v. g., if the re 
sistance would increase the violence of the temptation, or if the 
carnal motions had their origin in a necessary or useful action and 
continued positive resistance was morally impossible. 











